BU

T
E
I
N
L
L

PORSEC
of the

Association

Volume 10.1 April 2016

Dear Members of the PORSEC Association,

This issue marks the start of the 10th year of the PORSEC Association bulletin and includes details on the program for PORSEC 2016, along with registration, abstract submission and schedule details with deadlines. The
capacity building and training sessions just before the conference, along with the new PORSEC 2016 Facebook
page are also announced on the web-page. This issue includes again a Call For some enterprising folks to come
forward with Proposals for venues to hold the PORSEC 2018 and 2020. We need to start planning for that and
have the proposal presented in Fortaleza in November. We have an update about the publication of papers related
to PORSEC 2014, and a report about visits and discussions regarding collaboration between PORSEC and the
International CLImate VARiability and Predictability (CLIVAR) Programme.

In this issue we start a new bulletin section for Early Career Scientists (ECS). This section is edited and introduced by Nico Caltabiano, and in it ECS will be invited to share some of their research and how their career has
been thus far. For the Discussion Forum of the Bulletin, we follow up on a previous discussion by Jim Gower
about Gibraltar by providing links to new images of Gibraltar from the EU Sentinel satellite, and a BBC story
detailing how this satellite debuts ocean images. We are looking for new articles for this section, as none came in
during the last two months. Kristina Katsaros is offering some pictures from past PORSEC to entertain you instead. Perhaps some of you have memories or other information related to these conferences that you can send to
us for this “discussion forum”. You are not to discuss amount of grey hairs, figure shape and such from these pictures—no analysis required. Just enjoy!
With warm regards,

Co-Editors Gad Levy and Kristina Katsaros
Gad AT porsec.nwra.com, Katsaros AT whidbey.net *

*we use “AT” in the email addresses herein to avoid phising
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Invitation to PORSEC 2016
Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, we are pleased to invite you to attend the
PORSEC 2016, the “13th Pan Ocean Remote Sensing Conference”, that will be
held in Fortaleza, Ceará State, Brazil, 03 – 11 November 2016 (Capacity Building
Student Tutorial - November 03 – 07 and Conference - November 08 - 11, 2016),
with the theme “Enabling Earth Observations in Support of Global Coastal,
Ocean and Climate Change Research and Monitoring.
Below is the Official PORSEC 2016 web page:
http://porsec2016.virtual.ufc.br/

PORSEC 2016 Facebook web page can be found at:
https://www.facebook.com/PORSEC2016/

The conference is organized by the Earth Observation Labomar’s
Laboratory (EOLLab), with the support of PORSEC Association.
LABOMAR – Marine Science Institute is an
institute of the Federal University of Ceará-UFC-Brazil.

With my best regards,

Antonio Geraldo Ferreira,
Chair, Local Organizing Committee

Please forward to your colleagues in the remote sensing community.
Prof. Dr.Antonio Geraldo Ferreira

LABOMAR-Instituto de Ciências do Mar
da Universidade Federal do Ceará-UFC

Físico-Coordenador Curso de Oceanografia

Vice-Chair COSPAR (Committee on Space ResearchSub-Commission A3 - Paris-France)
+55 85 33667005/7020/7021
+55 85 99087115
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Call for preliminary pre-proposals for
PORSEC 2018 & 2020

In suggesting a location, please consider the following:

The PORSEC Scientific Organizing Committee will consider venues for PORSEC 2018 and 2020 and vote on a
venue for PORSEC 2018 and possibly 2020 at its meeting
at its next conference, which will be in Brazil PORSEC
2016 (see updates separately in this issue). At this time,
the executive committee of the PORSEC Association is
seeking suggestions and pre-proposals for site and potential organizers in order to start informal discussion about
the locations of the PORSECs, so that strong proposals
could be considered by the SOC at PORSEC 2016. These
will be the 14th and 15th biennial PORSECs and will take
place any five consecutive days between September and
November, preceded by five days capacity building tutorial course at a nearby venue.

(1) The need for a very strong local organizing committee.

(2) Affordability and accessibility to the majority of our
membership and our commitment to have significant representation from developing countries.

(3) Availability of suitable meeting and lodging facilities
at affordable price for both the conference and the tutorial.
Conference and tutorial may be at two different, yet near by
locations. Tutorials are often held on a university campus.
(4) Any financial contributions from local space agencies,
private, and public sector to support the meeting.
Potential locations for a future PORSEC that were mentioned in past SOC discussions include Malaysia, Vietnam,
and Japan (site of the first PORSEC). To this end, PORSEC President and Vice-President visited potential sites in
Japan in 2014 and 2015 (see trip reporton p. 5 of BPA 9.3).

Please forward your suggestions, to include potential locations and organizers by email to porsec AT
porsec.nwra.com.

?

PORSEC
2018
2020
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Report from publications committee

The special issue of the International Journal of Remote
Sensing (IJRS), “Ocean Remote Sensing for Sustainable
Resources”, featuring a selection of research papers presented at the 12th Biennial Pan Ocean Remote Sensing
Conference (PORSEC) in November 2014 is now complete. Unlike previous IJRS special issue publications, IJRS
now publishes accepted papers on Taylor & Francis Online upon acceptance. The research papers in this issue
cover a broad range of problems in satellite observations
of the ocean, atmosphere and coastal and inland waters.
They have all been published online (available at:
http://www.tandfonline.com/) and are broadly grouped in
two main categories: Processing and Exploitation. The
hard copy special issue is now “in press”. A preview of
the PREFACE article summarizing the papers in that issue
is accessible, along with the entire Proceedings PORSEC2014 from the PORSEC home webpage. Its online
version is available at:
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01431161.2
016.1175804.
The 2014 IJRS special issue Pan-ocean remote sensing:
Ocean remote sensing for well-being of all is being considered to be published in book format as part of a SPIB
(special issues as books) programme at Taylor & Francis.

PORSEC and International CLIVAR
Programme Office Discuss Expanding
collaboration
Following the plenary presentation by Nico Caltabiano,
Deputy Director of the International CLIVAR Project Office (ICPO) and during a visit and symposium with ICPO
director, Valery Detemmerman and Deputy Director, Nico
in 2015, PORSEC and IPCO discussed expanding collaborations in the following areas: Joint capacity building
trainings in (PORSEC) off years; Soliciting articles for
PORSEC bulletins from CLIVAR community, and for thematic CLIVAR bulletins from PORSEC community; and
Reciprocal distribution of bulletin newsletters to respective mailing lists. CLIVAR (http://www.clivar.org) is the
Climate and Ocean Variability, Predictability and Change
Programme of the WCRP (World Climate Research Programme, http://www.wcrp-climate.org)

PORSEC Discussion: The EU's latest
Earth observer allows assessing ocean
sediments and productivity around
Gibraltar

In a PORSEC discussion topic of Global reaction to sea
level rise in BPA issue 9.2, Jim Gower raised the possibility of damming the strait of Gibraltar in an attempt to protect the Mediterranean and Black Sea coasts from rising
sea level. Jim acknowledges that responses to the idea
“have varied from outrage to enthusiasm”, partly because
of lack of sufficient understanding and observations of the
region’s (and global) sea surface water conditions. In midFebruary, 2016, the latest EU Sentinel satellite, Sentinel3a, was launched dedicated to a special focus on the
oceans, measuring the color, temperature and height of sea
surfaces. The first images of Sentinel-3 show the Strait of
Gibraltar, with a clear delineation of the sediment in the
sea water along the Southwest coast of Spain, as well as
the Californian coast, and an ice-covered Svalbard archipelago.
Those images, along with a discussion of the EU’s Sentinel satellites and latest Earth observer can be viewed in a
BBC Science & Environment story by BBC Science Correspondent Jonathan Amos.

Announcing a new bulletin section for
Early Career Scientists (ECS)

Scientific Organizing Committee member and Deputy Director of the International CLIVAR Project Office (ICPO),
Nico Caltabiano, has proposed that the PORSEC bulletin
will have a section focusing on Early Career Scientists
(ECS). What Nico envisions for this section is an article
written by an ECS (Master or PhD students, early postdoc) about their careers so far, and a bit of the research
topic that they are working on at the moment, as well as
their further interests. This would help promote awareness
to the challenges and opportunities facing ECS and would
also promote some countries’ national activities. It will
complement the capacity building work PORSEC is doing
in its pre-conference tutorials, and provide a venue for
ECS and our capacity building alumni to keep in touch
with the PORSEC community.

Nico has agreed to act as a contact and editor, and is
looking for ECS to feature in upcoming issues.
Please contact nico.caltabiano (at) clivar.org*

*we use (at) in the email address of the text to avoid problems of spamming and phishing.
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Top to bottom:

China 2008
Award Ceremony with Mal
Heron and Comiso.
Field experiment with
Stephanie in Guangzhou.

Entertainment with ethnic
dancing in Keehlung,
Taiwaan, 2010.
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Notes and Announcements
of interest to PORSEC members
NEWS & UPDATES

New Polar Challenge wants an
AUV with under sea-ice
capabilities

The World Climate Research Programme (WCRP) and the
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation have launched a
new Polar Challenge to develop an autonomous underwater
vehicle (AUV) capable of a 2,000 km mission under the
sea-ice in the Arctic or Antarctic. The aim is to stimulate innovation into new monitoring tools for the Polar oceans, to
complement satellite observations, and ultimately expand
scientific research capabilities and climate services in the
regions. The challenge will award a prize of 500,000 Swiss
francs.

Canadian Journal of Remote
Sensing/Journal canadien de
télédétection invites to explore
Earth with FREE ACCESS

Taylor & Francis, the publisher of PORSEC’s special issues
of the International Journal of Remote Sensing is delighted
to spotlight The Canadian Journal of Remote Sensing
/Journal canadien de télédétection. This journal provides a
forum for the publication of scientific research and review
articles, with topics including sensor and algorithm development, image processing techniques and advances focused on a wide range of remote sensing applications
including, but not restricted to; forestry and agriculture,
ecology, hydrology and water resources, oceans and ice,
geology, urban, atmosphere, and environmental science.
Articles can cover local to global scales and can be directly
relevant to the Canadian, or equally important, the international community.

The Canadian Journal of Remote Sensing /Journal canadien de télédétection is a publication of the Canadian
Aeronautics and Space Institute (CASI) and the official
journal of the Canadian Remote Sensing Society (CRSSSCT). The international editorial board provides expertise
in a wide range of remote sensing theory and applications.
Articles can be published in English or French; all papers
are published with an abstract in both languages.

Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre
(MBRSC) announces the second edition of
the Remote Sensing Applications Competition

The competition aims at promoting the utilization of the
DubaiSat-2 mission data. DubaiSat-2 products are expected for a wide range of disciplines spanning from land use
and land cover, topography and geology, terrestrial (vegetation) ecosystem, agriculture and forestry, hydrology and
climate, oceanography and coastal zone, disaster and natural hazards, resource exploration, development of spatial
data infrastructure research and so on. RSAC 2016 includes two categories. The Remote Sensing Application Development category and the “Challenge of Innovation”
category.
Competition Information

MEETINGS

United Nations / Austria
Symposium on "Integrated
Space Technology Applications
for Climate Change"
Graz, Austria, 12-14 September 2016

Organized jointly by the United Nations Office for Outer
Space Affairs and the Government of Austria
With the support of the European Space Agency
Updates:
•
Information note
•
Registration is now open until 29 May 2016,
11:59 PM CET.
•
Symposium schedule and details
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WORKSHOPS &
TRAINING

International Workshop on the
Madden-Julian Oscillation
August 6-9, 2016, Chengdu, China

This workshop, sponsored by the Chengdu University of
Information Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
and China Meteorological Agency, will bring together scientists from around the globe for in-depth discussions of
the current status of MJO studies with a focus on dynamics, impacts, prediction and predictability, and need for
observations of the MJO. This information will help
inform a two-year international field campaign, Years of
the Maritime Continent, to start in 2017. Deadline for
abstracts is June 13.

2nd International Air-Sea Gas
Flux Workshop
September 6-9, 2016, Brest, France

The aim of the workshop is to facilitate and accelerate the
research and technology development necessary for an
accurate evaluation of the air-sea flux of climate active
gases, by identifying key challenges and opportunities and
setting appropriate priorities for the scientific community
and for supporting and guiding agencies. Participants
must register by May 15.

Workshop on Physics Dynamics
Coupling in Weather and Climate Models
September 20-22, 2016, Richland,
Washington, USA

This workshop, hosted by the Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory, emphasizes the mathematical and computational aspects of weather and climate modeling. It aims at
addressing challenges in the development of advanced algorithms to accurately and efficiently represent process
interactions that determine fundamental characteristics of
weather and climate systems. Deadline for abstracts is
June 30.

10th Annual Graduate Climate
Conference

October 28-30, 2016, Seattle, Washington,
USA

The Graduate Climate Conference (GCC) is an interdisciplinary climate conference run by graduate students, for
graduate students, with the goal of assembling a broad
range of talks and posters featuring high-quality research
focused on past, present, and future climate change and its
impacts. Students at all stages of their graduate career are
encouraged to apply and submit an abstracts on climate
research topics spanning the physical to the social sciences. Deadline for abstracts is June 1.

Model Hierarchies Workshop
November 2-4, 2016, Princeton,
New Jersey, USA

The workshop will be organized into several sessions,
based on aspects of the Earth system to which different
model "species" can be applied. Each session will show
how robust and uncertain features from comprehensive
(e.g., CMIP) model simulations can be interpreted through
simpler or more idealized models and experiments. Organizers also encourage the proposal of experimental designs
where different models of the same species may be compared ("idealized MIPs"), as well as talks on modeling
infrastructure frameworks that allow the construction of
various model species from a single codebase. Deadline
for abstracts is May 15.

Workshop: “Colour and Light in
the Ocean from Earth Observation, CLEO”
September 6-8, 2015, Frascati, Italy

The European Space Agency, the Plymouth Marine Laboratory and the Scientific and Organising Committees invite
you to submit an abstract to the Workshop: “Colour and
Light in the Ocean from Earth Observation, CLEO”
(http://congrexprojects.com/2016-events/cleo) to be held
in ESA-ESRIN, Frascati, Italy, on 6-8 September 2016.
The workshop aim is to bring together providers of spacebased and in situ ocean-colour products and the user community, including modellers. The objective is to discuss
new developments and key science issues, and to define a
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Scientific Roadmap for the exploitation of the Sentinel-3
and other ocean-colour data for various applications ranging from scientific to operational.

We welcome submissions on the following topics:
•Ocean-Colour Applications for Climate Studies.
•Light Field in the Ocean: Primary Production and Ocean
Dynamics.
•Non-Chlorophyllous Components of Ocean Optics.
•Pools of Carbon in the Ocean.
•Phytoplankton diversity at global and regional scales
Deadline for abstract submission is 15-June-2016. Please
register and submit your abstract through the website:
http://congrexprojects.com/2016-events/Cleo/home
Looking forward to see you in Frascati.
CLEO workshop Organising and Scientific Committees.

OCEAN CLIMATE
& REMOTE
SENSING JOBS

Student/Early Career
Opportunities

Student opportunity to serve as a watchstander for a US GO-SHIP repeat hydrography cruise

The US GO-SHIP program is looking for graduate students in oceanography and climate science who are interested in participating in late 2016/early 2017 on one of
the two legs of the Global Ocean-Ship-Based Hydrographic Investigations Program (GO-SHIP) decadal re-occupation of the meridional "P18" hydrographic section near
105°W in the Pacific Ocean. Open positions are for two
CTD watch standers and an assistant for the chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) tracer program on each leg.

Postdoc – Atmospheric Climate Modeling
University of Miami,
Florida, USA

Postdoc – Coupled Ocean-Ice-Atmosphere
Modeling and Data Assimilation

University of Maryland, College Park,
Maryland, USA
Deadline: June 30

Postdoc – Climate Science
Northwestern University, Evanston,
Illinois, USA

Postdoc – Ocean Process Studies
University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth,
Massachusetts, USA

Open Positions

Executive Director – International CLIVAR Project Office
Qingdao, China
Deadline: May 30

Assistant Director for Science and Research – Center for
Ocean Solutions, Monterey, California, USA
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PORSEC Database

For our database of the PORSEC Association members we would like you to enter your information directly into our
web membership form, if you haven’t already done so: http://porsec.nwra.com/membershipform.php
Please fill this form even if you have already given the information to us in any other format since we may not have all
that information down correctly. Please use this form to update your information whenever you have any changes.
It can also be used to pay your membership fee.
This form is also accessible through our main page (http://porsec.nwra.com) by clicking on “Join the PORSEC Association”.
Please work on getting us more members; use the PORSEC home page and the above links for information. The prospective member provides us with the same information through the form. Memberships can be paid by U.S. check, if
you have that available. It is too expensive to do bank transfers, so we suggest that the fee be paid to the PORSEC
Association at the next conference. Any donations are also most welcome.
Information

For information about the association and links to Newsletters from the president and Bulletin issues go to:
http://porsec.nwra.com/. To join the PORSEC Association go to membership on the web site or contact one of us
directly. The Bulletin of the PORSEC Association is edited by Gad Levy and Kristina B. Katsaros. Production Editor
Susanne Öhrvik. We welcome contributions about your work and about any activities of our PORSEC members that
may be of interest to other members for future issues of the Bulletin. To submit articles for this Bulletin of the
PORSEC Association, please contact gad at porsec.nwra.com or katsaros at porsec.nwra.com.
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