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Dear Members of the PORSEC Association,
This issue of our Bulletin of the Association brings you an almost “last minute” update on the PORSEC 2016 conference
and the tutorial. Be sure to read the details from the Local Organizing Committee in this issue including: conference
highlights, tutorial, tourist opportunities, and the change of venue to the Marina Park Hotel. There is also an announcement about a book by Tony Liu, PORSEC member and the first report in our new Early Career Scientists section by a
young scientist, Andrew Geiss on his career choices and how PORSEC influenced them.
As you know by now. This year’s PORSEC has the theme : Enabling Earth observations in support of global, coastal,
ocean and climate change research and monitoring. It will be held in Fortaleza, Brazil on November 8-11, 2016 with
the typical tutorial days from November 3rd to 7th. Registration for the conference and an icebreaker take place on November 7. There are many great-sounding sessions planned that would cover most oceanographic topics. See the PORSEC 2016 program in this issue and some details about the tutorial and its teachers. The venue is now at Marina Park
Hotel with special rates for PORSEC 2016 participants. You can book your room at the “Hotels” tab in our Guide at
www.PORSEC2016.com. Other hotels are available in Fortaleza, but transportation will not be provided to the venue
from those.
We hope that you have registered, made sure your passport is up-to-date and you have obtained a visa – if your nationality requires one. Do check the website for details about formalities. (See more information in this issue and on
webpage.)
One of your editors, Kristina Katsaros, is especially interested in YOUR PARTICIPATION in one of the last sessions of
the conference, where we will have a panel discussion on climate change, the status and what is being done to mitigate
and/or adapt. Of course, we cannot solve this problem in a 2 hour session, but it is valuable to hear from the “grassroots”
and our PORSEC members may best have a feeling of how their countries are responding regarding this major issue of
our times and whether anything is being done to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. We have just learned that, of the 175
countries and parties that officially signed the Paris Agreement earlier this year, the US and China – two nations that together make up about 40 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions – have become the first major economies to formally accept the Paris Agreement. This is significant because for the Paris Agreement to go into effect, it needs to be
formally approved by at least 55 countries that, together, contribute 55 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions.
Perhaps you can find funds to bring a student to the conference. Applications to attend the tutorial have been received
and evaluation of applicants is in progress. However, attending the conference is still open for registration. The world
will need well-informed and well-connected scientists for the future.
Hoping to have a rewarding and stimulating scientific exchange with many of you, our PORSEC members, in a couple
of month’s time!
Best regards,
Co-Editors Gad Levy and Kristina Katsaros
Gad AT porsec.nwra.com, Katsaros AT whidbey.net *
*we use “AT” in the email addresses herein to avoid phishing
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Updates on the PORSEC 2016 and the Tutorial Course, 2016, both in Fortaleza, Brazil
THE PORSEC PORGRAM

The program for PORSEC 2016 is established as seen in the spread sheet below, but some changes may still be introduced
and the organizers reserve the right to do that. At the bottom of this spread sheet you see the titles of all the sessions. The
Local Organizing Committee, LOC, has received about 130-150 abstracts, so we don’t expect that there will be a problem
attending all the talks you might be interested in. The venue is now the Marina Park Hotel, where rooms have also been
reserved, see letter from editors.
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CAPACITY BUILDING TUTORIAL:

The Capacity Building Student Tutorial will be held on November 3 - 7, 2016. Pre-conference tutorials have been a feature
of past PORSECs and provide valuable interaction between established researchers and students. Students are given practical
examples of remote sensing techniques used for monitoring the ocean-atmosphere system for research and operations. It is
also an important opportunity for students to develop their professional network. Applications for the tutorial are now closed
and applications are being evaluated.

Lecturers

Abderrahim Bentamy - IFREMER: Institut Français pour la Recherche et l’Exploitation de la Mer - FRANCE
Ana Paula Morais Krelling - LABOMAR-UFC: Sea Science Institute-Federal University of Ceará - Brazil
Cara Wilson - NOAA: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - USA
Ernesto Lopez-Baeza - UV: University of Valencia - Spain
Gad Levy - NWRA NorthWest Research Associates - USA
Jim Gower - IOS: Institute of Ocean Sciences - Canada
João Antonio Lorenzzetti - INPE: National Institute for Space Research - Brazil
Leonid Mitnik - RAS: Russian Academy of Sciences - Russia
Milton Kampel - INPE: National Institute for Space Research - Brazil
Stefano Vignudelli - CNR: National Research Council – Italy
-Host Institution LABOMAR-Sea Science Institute UFC- Federal University of Ceará Av. da Abolição, 3207 – Bairro
Meireles CEP 60165-081 - Fortaleza - CE - Brazil
-Phone number: +55 (85) 3366 7019/7021
-URL: http://www.labomar.ufc.br
Contact at LABOMAR : Antonio Geraldo Ferreira LABOMAR Oceanography Course coordinator Vice-Chair COSPAR
(Committee on Space Research ) – Sub Commission A3
email: antonio.ferreira@ufc.br
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Long time PORSEC member Tim Liu has
published a novel
There is scientist and a fiction writer among our longtime PORSEC Association members, namely, Tony Liu.
His new novel was just published as a book in Chinese,
and an English narrative is provided in the following
summary. We would all really like to read this book; it
sounds like it deals with many of our recent scientific and
political issues, but for some of us we will have to wait
for an English translation. Our Chinese colleagues can
start reading right away and make some of us feel jealous.
Our congratulations to Tony for this accomplishment. He
has combined his scientific knowledge and his hobby of
reading science fiction and made good use of his retirement!
南海風雲)
Storm in South China Sea (南
by Antony Liu (retired from NASA/GSFC)
This science fiction novel is based on the critical issues and
events encountered in South East Asia, especially in the
South China Sea (SCS). The author is a fan of Science Fiction, and as a well-trained scientist, has specialized knowledge in strategy, planning, and military analysis.
The story line starts at Hardy Barrack, US military base in

Tokyo, and the 15 Chapters go back and forth, covering different times and places. The first part begins in Beijing and
involves the disputed islands/reefs issues, then moves on to
the Singapore /Malaysia Airline disappearing in SCS mystery. The conspiracy rumors raise a series of searches for
evidence by local pirates, Taiwan’s “super submarine” and
US marine forces. The crash of Vietnam’s submarine by
huge internal waves creates more conflicts between Vietnam
and Taiwan that leads to the final showdown at the Taiping
Island.
The second part shifts from the SCS back to Beijing and Taipei. Due to the independence movement in the new Taiwan
government, a conspiracy theory in China has been developing to takeover Taiwan by a sudden-attack during the typhoon passage of island. By providing misleading weather
station data in China, meteorological warfare can be deadly
and invasion forces can efficiently accomplish an attack in
three days... However, various counter-measure and miscalculation may help to turn the tide. Meanwhile, across the
strait, there are many issues and mutual benefits to be considered. How to resolve the crisis to result in a win-win situation will depend on the intelligence of the leaders. The
author (Dr. Antony Liu) uses his experience serving in
NASA and the Office of Naval Research Global in Tokyo to
provide the urgent sense of worrisome conflict. Although
this is a novel, the logic behind the story is real and relevant.
Hopefully, it will keep the readers’ attention and interest.
This novel has recently been published in Chinese in Taiwan
(http://www.books.com.tw).
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An Early Career Scientist’s First Report
By Andrew Geiss
My name is Andrew Geiss, I am currently a PhD student in
the department of Atmospheric Sciences at the University
of Washington in Seattle. I attended the University of Washington as an undergraduate as well, and studied applied
math. During summers as an undergraduate and for a year
following my BS I interned at NorthWest Research Associates (NWRA), a company in Redmond Washington which
is composed of a number of scientists performing research
in geophysical and space sciences. This is when I became
interested in atmospheric science.
I attended PORSEC 2008 in Guangzhou as a sophomore,
and the pre-conference tutorial was my introduction to remote sensing. The majority of my time at NWRA was spent
working with Gad Levy investigating large scale convective
regimes (double inter-tropical convergence zones) over the
tropical Indian Ocean, primarily using outgoing longwave
radiation data in conjunct with several other RS products. I
was involved to a lesser extent in a number of other projects
however. In 2007 I briefly worked on numerical sea ice modeling. In 2012 I performed analysis of MODIS and in-situ
aerosol optical depth measurements over the Indian Ocean.
My most recent work with NWRA were two atmospheric
boundary layer studies. The first involved using multi-view

geometry to estimate 3D motion of fog in stable boundary
layers, using data from a site in the Willamette Valley in Oregon. The second analyzed cold pool formation and drainage
in stable nocturnal boundary layers over gentle terrain, using
sonic anemometer data from a site in Northern Colorado.
This time working at NWRA exposed me to a number of
different areas of research in geophysical science before entering graduate school.
I am now beginning my fourth year in the graduate program.
I have spent my three years of graduate school so far performing a multi-instrument study of cloud climatology using
data from MISR (multi-angle imaging spectro radiometer),
MODIS (Terra/Aqua), ISCCP, CERES, and reanalysis data
from ECMWF. Primarily, I have investigated a decade-scale
reduction in the occurrence of optically thick cloud and simultaneous increase in the amount of cloud of moderate optical depth over the extratropical oceans, and identified
several linkages between extratropical cloud occurrence and
known modes of intra-decadal climate variability. Now my
focus is on evaluating cloud representation in climate models
by applying similar analysis to instrument simulator output.
Exposure to the field of atmospheric remote sensing early
on in my academic career at PORSEC in 2008 and 2010 certainly helped decide my current career path and research
interests.

Good News for Climate Change worries….

© 2013 Official White House Photo by Pete Souza
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Call for preliminary pre-proposals for
PORSEC 2018 & 2020
The PORSEC Scientific Organizing Committee will consider venues for PORSEC 2018 and 2020 and vote on a venue
for PORSEC 2018 and possibly 2020 at its meeting at PORSEC 2016 in Brazil. At this time, the executive committee
of the PORSEC Association is seeking suggestions and pre
proposals for site and potential organizers in order to start
informal discussion about the location of the next biennial
PORSEC, so that strong proposals could be considered by
the SOC at PORSEC 2016. These will be the 14th and 15th
biennial PORSECs and will take place any five consecutive
days between September and November, preceded by five
days capacity building tutorial course at a nearby venue.
In suggesting a location, please consider the following:
(1) The need for a very strong local organizing committee.
(2) Affordability and accessibility to the majority of our
membership and our commitment to have significant representation
from
developing
countries.
(3) Availability of suitable meeting and lodging facilities at
affordable price for both the conference and the tutorial.
Conference and tutorial may be at two different, yet near by locations. Tutorials are often held on a university campus.
(4) Any financial contributions from local space agencies,
private, and public sector to support the meeting.
Potential locations for a future PORSEC that were mentioned in past SOC & executive discussions include Japan (site
of the first PORSEC), Korea, Malaysia, Vietnam. It is felt
that after two PORSECs far from the majority of our membership, PORSEC should convene in Asia again. PORSEC
President and Vice-President visited potential sites in Japan
in 2014 and 2015 (see trip report in Bulletin 9.3) and were
impressed that Japan is well deserving a serious consideration as a site for future PORSEC: we are almost assured of
having a very strong local organizing committee should we
go to Japan; Most locations in Japan are accessible to the
majority of our members, and many, but not all, have suitable meeting and lodging facilities at affordable price for
both the conference and the tutorial; and practically all cities
and prefectures have generous subsidies and financial aid
packages for international meetings held locally. We encourage our Japanese members to contact us so we could put
them in touch with the contacts we have made and to consider organizing a future PORSEC in Japan.

PORSEC Publications
The special issue of the International Journal of Remote
Sensing, “Ocean Remote Sensing for Sustainable Resources”, featuring a selection of research papers presented at
the 12th Biennial Pan Ocean Remote Sensing Conference
(PORSEC) in November 2014 is now complete. Unlike
previous IJRS special issue publications, IJRS now publishes accepted papers on Taylor & Francis Online upon acceptance. The research papers in this issue cover a broad
range of problems in satellite observations of the ocean,
atmosphere and coastal and inland waters. They have all
been published online (available at: http://www.tandfonline.com/) and are broadly grouped in two main categories: Processing and Exploitation. The hard copy special
issue is now published as well. A preview of the PREFACE summarizing the papers in that issue is accessible,
along with the entire Proceedings PORSEC 2014 from the
main PORSEC webpage. It’s online version is available at:
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01431161.2
016.1175804.
There is an agreement between the Chief Editor of the International Journal of Remote Sensing and PORSEC for a
special IJRS issue also following PORSEC 2016, provided
sufficient high quality contributions, and PORSEC’s special issue guest editors agreed to stay on as editors of this
issue. Taylor & Francis, the publisher of IJRS, has proposed the re-publication of the 2014 IJRS special issue: PanOcean Remote Sensing: Ocean Remote Sensing for
well-being of all, in book format as part of its SPIB (special issues as books) programme. This proposal will be
presented to the PORSEC Scientific Organizing Committee (SOC) in its next meeting. Taylor & Francis has also
offered to set up an information booth at PORSEC 2016.
Following negotiations with the Environmental Research
Letters (ERL) and a SOC vote at PORSEC 2014, an ERL
issue inspired by PORSEC 2016 may also be forthcoming.

Please forward your suggestions, to include potential locations
and organizers by email to porsec@porsec.nwra.com

PORSEC - Pan Ocean Remote Sensing Conference Association - Since 1990

Bulletin vol. 10-2

6

Find out the answers to all the
questions surrounding Zika by
watching the video
Dear Friend,
On February 1, 2016, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the Zika virus a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). The
disease is spreading and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) notes that it has spread to
countries and territories worldwide, many of which
are centers for commercial shipping and leisure
boating.
However, with awareness and by taking precautions, the spread of Zika can be prevented. With
that in mind, we are pleased to offer every ship
and seafarer worldwide free access to Videotel’s
new training video: “Zika Virus – Staying Safe”
and its companion digital workbook.

What the Training Covers
“Zika Virus – Staying Safe” helps
crews, ship owners and managers, and
other seafarers understand:
•
•
•
•
•

The nature of the disease: its
symptoms, how it is treated,
and how it spreads
How to avoid becoming infected
What to do if someone develops
symptoms
The importance of keeping
oneself and others safe from
infection
The role of a pest management
plan to avoid passive transporta
tion of virus-infected mosquitoes on ships.

Click to watch this free training video and
download the workbook.

Get the Video & Workbook
Please also help create awareness by forwarding
this message to employees, colleagues, friends,
and family who may be at risk.
Wishing all good health and safe travels,
Your friends at Videotel, KVH Industries, and KVH
Media Group

“Zika Virus – Staying Safe”
companion workbook is provided
as a downloadable ebook.
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Notes and Announcements
of interest to PORSEC members
OPPORTUNITY
Asia region co-editor for PORSEC Bulletin
The Bulletin of the PORSEC Association’s editors are looking for an Asia region co-editor/bureau chief to report on
news worthy items, opportunities and stories of interest to the
PORSEC membership from Southeast and East Asia regions.
If interested, contact Gad or Kristina (editors of the PORSEC
Bulletin).

MEETINGS &
WORKSHOPS
International Workshop on Coupled Data
Assimilation

mical cycles of C, N, and P in aquatic ecosystems following/during extreme climate events, and (c) changes in
aquatic ecosystem functions and services as a result of extreme events. It will bring together a diverse team of scientists ranging from biogeochemists to atmospheric sciences
to engineers. Abstracts are due September 21.

EGU General Assembly

April 23-28, 2017, Vienna, Austria
The EGU General Assembly 2017 will bring together geoscientists from all over the world to one meeting covering
all disciplines of the Earth, planetary and space sciences.
The EGU aims to provide a forum where scientists, especially early career researchers, can present their work and
discuss their ideas with experts in all fields of geoscience.
Session proposals are due September 9.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Special issue of Advances in Atmospheric
Sciences

October 18-21, 2016, Toulouse, France
This workshop, co-sponsored by Météo France and the
World Meteorological Organization, is intended to facilitate
more rapid advancement of development of coupled data
assimilation methodologies to improve weather and climate
predictions and reanalyses.
Abstracts are due September 11.

AGU Chapman Conference on Extreme
Climate Event Impacts on Aquatic Biogeochemical Cycles and Fluxes
January 22-27, 2017, San Juan, Puerto Rico

This special issue will showcase recent progress in the understanding of the coupling between Arctic climate change
and Eurasian mid-latitude climate and weather, including
extremes. The issue will be called “Impact of a Rapidly
Changing Arctic on Eurasian Climate and Weather” and is
being led by Xiangdong Zhang from the University of
Alaska, Fairbanks. The submission deadline is October 30.

Nominate a colleague for data or model development prizes

WCRP/GCOS seek nominees of early- to mid-career researchers for outstanding achievements in data product generation, data management, data preservation, data
monitoring, and other data relevant activities.
WCRP/WWRP seeks early-mid-career nominees for outstanding contribution to weather and climate model development. Both prizes include a certificate and funding to
present research results at a conference or meeting of the
recipient’s choice. The nomination deadline is October 1.

This conference will focus on (a) water-driven exports of C,
N, and P in particulate, dissolved, and gaseous forms from
terrestrial to aquatic ecosystems; (b) changes in biogeoche-
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JOBS
Student/Early Career Opportunities
PhD Research Assistantship – Dendroclimatology – Utah
State University, Logan, Utah
Postdoc – Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation –
University of Miami, Miami, Flroida
Deadline: November 1
Postdoc – Atmospheric Circulation Change – University
of California, Los Angeles, California
Postdoc – Atmospheric Climate Modeling – University of
Miami, Miami, Florida
Postdoc – Atmospheric Science – Brookhaven National
Laboratory, Long Island, New York
Postdoc – Arctic Ecology and Climate Change – University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
Postdoc – Climate and Atmospheric Dynamics – University of California, Los Angeles, California
Postdoc – Climate Change Biology Computation and
Visualization – University of Washington, Seattle, Washington

Postdoc – Ocean Dynamics and Modeling – Naval
Postgraduate School, Monterey, California
Postdoc – Ocean Process Studies – University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, Massachusetts
Postdoc – Paleoclimate and The Biological Pump – Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon
Postdoc – Physical Oceanography – Univeristy of Miami,
Miami, Florida
Postdoc – Regional Earth System Modeling – University
of California, Los Angeles, California
Postdoc – South Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation – University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Open Positions
Assistant Professor – Coastal Sciences, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium for Research and Education
(LUMCON), Chauvin, Louisiana
Deadline: September 15
Assistant Professor – Earth and Planetary Sciences, Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri
Deadline: November 1

Postdoc – Climate Research – Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Assistant Professor – Earth Surface Processes, University
of California, Santa Barbara, California
Deadline: October 31

Postdoc – Cloud and Boundary Layer Dynamics – California Institute of Technology/Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, California

Climate and Weather Data Analytics Developer – Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, California

Postdoc – Cloud Processes Research – Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, California
Postdoc – Coupled Climate Modeling – University of
Miami, Miami, Florida
Postdoc – Dynamics and Impacts of Extreme Climate
Events – Stanford University, Stanford, California
Postdoc – Global Climate Modeling – Carnegie Institution
for Science, Stanford, California
Postdoc – Inter-Ocean Exchanges and Regional Sinks of
Heat, Salt, and Carbon – NOAA Atlantic Oceanographic
and Meteorological Laboratory

Global Climate Model Developer – Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory, Livermore, California
Multi-Physics Climate Code Developer – Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, California
Research Scientist – Earth Observing Laboratory, National
Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder, Colorado
Tenure-Track Faculty – Atmospheric Sciences, Stanford
University, Stanford, California
Deadline: October 1
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ONLINE COURSES
Intro to EO: sign up today
German Aerospace Center (DLR)
Sign up for a free online course that provides an introduction to optical satellite Earth observation. The fiveweek Future Learn course begins on 12 September.

PORSEC Database
For our database of the PORSEC Association members we would like you to enter your information directly into our web
membership form, if you haven’t already done so: http://porsec.nwra.com/membershipform.php
Please fill this form even if you have already given the information to us in any other format since we may not have all
that information down correctly. Please use this form to update your information whenever you have any changes.
It can also be used to pay your membership fee.
This form is also accessible through our main page (http://porsec.nwra.com) by clicking on “Join the PORSEC Association”.
Please work on getting us more members; use the PORSEC home page and the above links for information. The prospective member provides us with the same information through the form. Memberships can be paid by U.S. check, if you have
that available. It is too expensive to do bank transfers, so we suggest that the fee be paid to the PORSEC
Association at the next conference. Any donations are also most welcome.
Information
For information about the association and links to Newsletters from the president and Bulletin issues go to:
http://porsec.nwra.com/. To join the PORSEC Association go to membership on the web site or contact one of us
directly. The Bulletin of the PORSEC Association is edited by Gad Levy and Kristina B. Katsaros. Production Editor
Susanne Öhrvik. We welcome contributions about your work and about any activities of our PORSEC members that
may be of interest to other members for future issues of the Bulletin. To submit articles for this Bulletin of the
PORSEC Association, please contact gad at porsec.nwra.com or katsaros at porsec.nwra.com.
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