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Dear Reader

This first issue of volume 3 of the Bulletin of the PORSEC Association is devoted to reports from the PORSEC
2008 events. The conference took place December 2-6 in Guangzhou, China with a tutorial course a few days before.
The whole experience was wonderful as witnessed by many who were present including ourselves. We hope you plan
to attend the next PORSEC , 2010 in Taiwan, if you could not be at the last one. We are also having a changing of the
guard with letters from outgoing president (one of the editors of Bull .PA, K. Katsaros) and incoming president (J.
Gower) in this issue.
We expect further reports from the sessions and workshops of PORSEC 2008 in the next issues of the Bulletin and
more detailed information about the plans for the Taiwan PORSEC. Several publications related to papers presented at
the PORSEC2008 are planned. Details can be found on the PORSEC web-page.
Gad Levy continues as Executive Secretary and K. Katsaros remains as Past-President on the executive board of the
PORSEC Association for another 2 years. We will continue as co-editors of YOUR bulletin of the PORSEC Association.
We solicit your short articles, news and scholarship and job announcements to share with the PORSEC Association
membership via this Bulletin. (Please send contributions to porsec at nwra.com.)

Well met in PORSEC!
Yours truly,
Gad Levy and Kristina Katsaros
Co-Editors of BPA
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The South China Sea Institute of Oceanology (SCSIO)

Founded in January 1959, The South China Sea Institute of Oceanology (SCSIO) is one of the largest marine research institutes in China, and one of the Chinese Academy of Science knowledge generating institute. It has 388 staff
member, 47 research scientists, 43 Ph.D –advising Professors. SCSIO is featured by a postdoctoral research station and
a Ph.D degree program in fields of Marine Biology, Physical Oceanography, Marine Geology, Marine Chemistry, and
Marine Environment.

PORSEC - Pan Ocean Remote Sensing Conference Association - Since 1990

1

Dear PORSEC Association Friends and
Colleagues

My term as your president expired at the end of PORSEC 2008 in Guangzhou, China, and the association now
marches forward under the leadership of a new President,
Dr. James Gower of the Institute of Oceanographic Science at Sidney, B.C., Canada and Vice President. Masahisa Kubota, who is a professor at Tokai University in the
School of Marine Science and Technology in Shizuoka,
JAPAN.

I wish to thank you all for your excellent support during my tenure, especially for making the latest PORSEC
such a stimulating and rewarding event by your participation. The South China Sea Institute of Oceanology made
us all proud and we thank Dr. Dan-Ling Tang for her leadership of the Local Organizing Committee. The local people were very welcoming and the city and region were
very beautiful.

View across the Pearl River, Guangzhou
My special thanks go to Vice-President Anthony Liu
(who is now back in the USA), to our Treasurer during
this time, W. Timothy Liu and to the Executive Secretary,
Gad Levy, with whose help we have established some advances for the organization. We are a non-profit entity in
the state of Washington, we have a PORSEC home page
at Gad Levy’s home institution and we have regular publications with the Bulletin of the PORSEC Association. I
will remain active as co-editor of the Bulletin and Treasurer of the PORSEC Association and in the advisory role
of Past-President of PORSEC Association.
It has been a real pleasure to serve the PORSEC Association for the past 4 years. It is a wonderful, special organization with such a noble mission. I am looking forward
to seeing you all again in 2010 at the next PORSEC.
Sincerely yours,
Kristina Katsaros

New President's Welcome Message

What can I say as incoming President of PORSEC?
I'd like to follow the example of the incoming US President (since he is so high in everyone's esteem), urging
everyone to work together for a better future, promising
hardships, pointing forward to eventual success. But
he has an economic down-turn on his hands, whereas
PORSEC has had a much happier time. We had a very
successful meeting in Guangzhou, with instructive and
enjoyable experiences that showed us some of modern China. We all owe a huge vote of thanks to Danling
Tang (Lingzis) for all she and her staff did to look after us
and keep us entertained. She is now working on a book
coming from PORSEC 2008. Others are working on Proceedings.

We are all extremely grateful to Kristina Katsaros,
our out-going President, who has done so much to push
forward and build our organization. Gad Levy, our executive Secretary, will be continuing, preserving our expertise and social network. I also look to all PORSEC
old-timers and new-comers to continue our work and support new endeavours.

We have plans in place for our next meeting in Taiwan, which will bring us back to the area in 2010. Professors Ni I-Hsun and Lee Ming-An from National
Taiwan Ocean University gave us a warm invitation,
backed with a very professional presentation on local facilities and attractions. We have the possibility of PORSEC 2012 in India, which will take us to another rising
industrial power. We have not yet been able to fulfil Yasuhiro Sugimori's dream of returning to Bali, but the goal
remains in future plans.

With the dual challenges of climate change and environmental degradation, we certainly live in interesting
times, and as satellite oceanographers we are often near
the centres of excitement, from hurricanes to Arctic ice.
Organizations like PORSEC can play an important part in
developing international ocean satellite programs and encouraging the next generation of ocean scientists. The tutorial program that we ran in Guangzhou went very
smoothly, with a positive response from students and lecturers. We'll be looking at how we can improve in 2010.
In Guangzhou, I was fortunate to be able to bring a
young scientist, Stephanie King, with me. She entered
enthusiastically into the organization of PORSEC, and is
now the chair of our education committee. There is room
in PORSEC for more people of Stephy's generation and
energy.
James Gower
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The PORSEC 2008 Conference, Global Manifestations of Climate Changes was successfully held in Guangzhou, China
Report by Dan-Ling Tang

PORSEC2008 - the 9th Pan Ocean Remote Sensing
Conference was successfully held in Guangzhou China on
December 2 – 6, together with the “International Remote
Sensing Tutorial Workshop” held on 27-30 Nov 2008.
PORSEC2008 was hosted and organized by the South
China Sea Institute of Oceanology (SCSIO), Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), National Nature Science Foundation of China and the Guangzhou Association for
Science and Technology with several other co-sponsors.

Former Minister of the Ministry of Science & Technology of China, Academician of Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Xu Guanhua was the Honorary Chairman of the
conference. Dr. Danling Tang from the South China Sea
Institute of Oceanology, CAS, and Dr. Kristina Katsaros,
President of the International PORSEC Association, were
the General Chairmen of the conference. Many governmental officials attended the conference, such as Director
of the National Remote Sensing Center of China, Dr.
Zhang Guocheng; Director of the High-tech Division of
the Ministry of Science & Technology of China, Mr. Shao
Liqin; Deputy Director of the Guangdong Science and
Technology Department, Mr. Zhong Xiaoping; Vice-president of the Guangzhou Association for Science and
Technology, Mr. Huang Min; Department Chief of the
Bureau of the Science and Technology for Resources and

Environment, CAS, Mr. Ren Xiaobo; and Executive Director, Dr. Zhang Si, of the South China Sea Institute of
Oceanology, CAS.

The biennial conferences-PORSECs held in different
places in the world represent advanced scientific exchange in the realm of remote sensing. The theme of this
conference – the 9th PORSEC was “Oceanic Manifestation of Global Changes”. It attracted more than 400 scientists from about 40 different countries or regions such as
the USA, Russia, Canada, Japan, India, Ukraine, Argentina, Korea, Syria, Belgium, Norway, Croatia, Estonia,
Australia, France, Germany, Italy, Vietnam, The Netherlands and more, who gathered in Guangzhou to discuss
the many important issues in related to remote sensing
science and technology and global environmental changes. Approximately 300 academic presentations were
made at the conference.
On the morning of 3rd December, Dr. Danling Tang,
Chairman of the PORSEC2008, presided over the opening ceremony. Dr. Zhang Si, Executive Director of
SCSIO, CAS, gave the opening remarks. Academician
Xu Guanhua, Prof. Ola M. Johannessen and Prof. Jim
Gower gave keynote speeches respectively on topics of
global environmental changes and studies on remote sensing applications. Dr. Xu Guanhua mentioned that a distinguished feature of the current development of ocean
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The cruise banquet was held in the big antique designed ship named “God of the South China Sea” on the evening of December 5th. Participants enjoyed the beautiful
night scenes on both sides of the Pearl River as the ship
slowly moved on. During the cruise, award certificatesFirst, Second, Third and Outstanding prizes were given to
the 25 poster prize winners out of the 80 competitors.

Xu Guanhua , former Minister of the Ministry of
Science & Technology of China, Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences, was the Honorary Chairman
of the conference.

science research was to promote scientific developments
through the implementation of major international scientific programs such as Integrated Ocean Drilling Program
(IODP), Integrated Marine Biogeochemistry and Ecosystem Research (IMBER); marine environmental monitoring tended to become long-term, real-time, continuous,
and multiplatform. And ocean remote sensing technology
met the requirements.

Together with the closing ceremony on 6th December, there was a “Special Session on International Space
Agencies, Current Missions and Plans”—please see a separate box for the list of speakers and the titles of their
presentations.

James Gower, Institute of Oceonographic Sciences,
B.C. Canada

There was a pre-conference PORSEC2008 tutorial
course “International Remote Sensing Tutorial Workshop” hosted by SCSIO, which is reported in some detail
separately in this issue of the Bulletin of the PORSEC
Association. The pre-conference tutorial workshop made
considerable contribution to training and preparing of
young remote sensing scientists.

Ola Johannessen Nansen Center, Norway

The conference sessions focused on four topics- satellite observation system, global changes, natural hazards
and coastal environments. There were two workshops“Workshop on South China Sea and Indian Ocean: Ocean
Processes in relation to Climate Changes” and “Workshop on Data Sampling, Consistency, Archiving, Distribution, Sharing and International Co-operations”, and a
poster session with more than 80 posters. Scientists discussed the issues concerning ocean remote sensing studies and applications, multi-sensor studies, links between
physical and biological meso-scale oceanic processes,
SAR applications, global water cycles, passive and active
microwaves, satellite based air-sea flux estimates, polar
oceanography, natural hazards, analysis of satellite water
color data in case 2 waters, coastal ecosystems, and remote sensing and GIS application to coastal waters and
coastal zone management. Potential international cooperations were catalyzed in these sessions.

Dr. Shi Ping, former Director of SCSIO and
originator of the invitation for PORSEC 2008

Nowadays, research on world environmental issues is
mostly based on satellite remote sensing. It is a consensus
among the participants of the conference that the PORSEC 2008 provided a very good opportunity for mutual
communication and strengthening of international cooperation. The conference showed that the ocean remote sensing of China plays an important part in the field of
remote sensing in the world, and also demonstrated the
important progress made in ocean remote sensing in recent years by the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

PORSEC - Pan Ocean Remote Sensing Conference Association - Since 1990

4

PORSEC 2008 Tutorial Workshop

Summary by Stephanie King, Chair Education committee of the PORSEC Association

On November 28th-30th 2009 we held a very successful PORSEC 2008 tutorial workshop at the South
China Sea Institute of Oceanology, Guangzhou, just before the PORSEC 2008 symposium. The course was
aimed at graduate students and young professionals, and
covered a wide range of topics in satellite oceanography
in 10 lectures. About 50 students attended, from China,
Russia, India, Canada and the United States. Out-oftown students stayed at the New Pearl River Hotel-Apartments and took a chartered bus or walked the short
distance to SCSIO.

The tutorial opened with welcome messages from the
SCSIO, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Jim Gower
and Danling Tang, and was followed by a group picture
taken in front of SCSIO (above). The first lecture was by
Ruxin Huang (Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution)
who spoke about upper ocean dynamics, including topics
such as the mechanical energy balance in the ocean.
Next, Kristina Katsaros spoke on the fundamentals principles of remote sensing. After a lunch break hosted by
the SCSIO, Jim Gower lectured on ocean colour using
examples from his research with chlorophyll algorithms.
Leonid Mitnik spoke about passive microwave sensing
with applications for the ocean-atmosphere system. Arthur Cracknell ended the day with a lecture on publishing
work in international English journals. This included a
practical component on critiquing articles from the Editor-in-Chief’s point of view.

The second day was opened by Abderrahim Bentamy
on air-sea fluxes with examples using scatterometry. Josefino Comiso discussed polar observations from satellites and presented impressive climate-change results from
his research. Kristina Katsaros gave a short talk on scatterometry and applied her atmospheric background to a
discussion on extreme weather events. Following the
lunch break, Gad Levy lectured on data assimilation methods where his use of a comic strip in one example generated much discussion. DanLing Tang used examples
from her research to talk about applications of remote
sensing for marine ecology. Werner Alpers concluded the
lectures with examples of SAR imagery showing internal
waves, river plumes and oil spills.

On the third day the students and professors met at
the New Pearl River Hotel to walk to a river boat to participate in a short scientific cruise. Simple oceanographic
instruments were set up to make measurements at several
stations on the river. Leonid Mitnik assumed the role of
chief scientist and organized the students into small
groups to discuss the processes in the Pearl River. Several students brought instruments, Kristina Katsaros demonstrated the damping effect oil has on waves, and
Stephanie King and Jim Gower used a fluorometer and
spectrometer to talk about ocean colour measurements. A
cultural stop was arranged downstream at the Sun Yat Sen
Military College. At the end of the cruise students received a certificate of participation for the Workshop Tutorial.
The student and teacher response to the tutorial was
very positive and we feel it was a valuable learning experience. More importantly, the tutorial was an excellent
opportunity for students to network and build relations-

Students and teachers of the PORSEC 2008 workshop tutorial at SCSIO.
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hips with other students and international scientists. An
evening social on the second day, group lunches and the
science cruise allowed students to interact informally and
to learn about other perspectives in science than they may
get in their day-to-day courses. For future PORSEC meetings we hope to continue this type of program and will
use the feedback already received to enhance the program. We have had suggestions that we should put more
focus on special topics, use practical examples, and have
demonstrations using data. Longer tutorials would also be
desirable for more in-depth learning. We hope that the
success of this tutorial will lead to more involvement

from the international community. We encourage senior
scientists to send and support students and young professionals in attending future PORSEC tutorials.

The workshop was organized by Danling Tang, Jim
Gower, Kristina Katsaros, and Stephanie King. Danling
Tang and her assistants, Gang Pan and Paula Lei, did a
wonderful job with the local organization and much of
the tutorial’s success is attributable to them. The tutorial
webpage is located at http://ledweb.scsio.ac.cn/porsec2008/Tutorial.asp, where there is an abstract of the
content of each session and information about the homeinstitutions of the lecturers.

Tutorial Pearl River Research Cruise. (top) Students and teachers pose for a group shot beside the Pear River boat.
(bottom-left) Kristina Katsaros demonstrates wave-damping with vegetable oil. (bottom-center) Leonid Mitnik takes a
water sample for a salinity measurement. (bottom-right) Students use a spectrometer and fluorometer to measure water
properties.
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Report on the Scientific Organizing Committee meeting and the General Assembly
Presented by Kristina Katsaros (with input from S. King
and G. Levy)

The PORSEC Association carries out most of its management work via email, but we have a chance at the biannual
conferences to meet face to face. The Scientific Organizing Committee meeting and the General Assembly are
the two times when we perform the work of the Association, vote for new leaders and confirm the memberships’
approval of these decisions. For details of the organization’s Statutes and By-Laws, please see the PORSEC
home page for a link.

The nomination for new president and vice–president of
the organization were presented by the chair of the nominations committee, Dr. Naoto Ebuchi. Dr. James Gower
and Dr. Masahisa Kubota were unanimously elected by
the SOC. Their terms started on Dec 6 at the end of the
2008 conference (see letter by President Gower in this
issue).
The slate of members proposed for the PORSEC Awards
by the awards committee was presented by its chair, Dr.
Mal Heron, and was approved. Presentations of the
awards were made at the General Assembly (see below).
The budget status and history were presented by the treasurer and president of PORSEC Association and approved. Dr. Lingzis Tang gave a summary of the tutorial

The 2008 participants in the Scientific Organizing Committee meeting.
Current and past presidents and vice presidents are in the front row with Dr. Dan Ling Tang at the far left.

REPORT ON THE SOC

We held a Scientific Organizing Committee, SOC, meeting on Dec 2 from 2-5 pm at the Baiyun Hotel, the venue
of the main conference and on Dec 6 we held the General
Assembly as the last activity following a well attended
session on International Space Agencies-Programs and
Plans (see box for the program).

THE SOC consists of about 40 members in good standing,
the number fluctuates somewhat. This meeting was attended by 20 members and a few observers. The current president, Kristina Katsaros, chaired the meeting. 5 new
members were elected to this committee: Dr. Ming-An
Lee, Dr. Alberto Mestas-Nunez, Dr. Jerome Patoux, Dr.
Ramesh Singh, Dr. Stephano Vignudelli

Two people were re-elected, since their membership had
lapsed by non-attendance. These folks were Drs. Bill
Emery and Takashi Moriyama

course offered by the PORSEC Association and South
China Sea Institute of Oceanology just before the PORSEC 2008. The SOC congratulated Dr. Tang and all the
lecturers on the success of this endeavor (see accompanying report by S. King in this issue).

The important issue of where to hold the next conference
was the highlight of this SOC meeting. Professors Ni IHsun from National Taiwan Ocean University, who had
presented the offer in 2006 and the new Dean of Research
at this university Prof. Lee Ming-An, who will now take
charge of the PORSEC 2010 gave us an update assurance
that they have good support by their institution. The
choice had actually been voted on in 2006 in Korea by the
whole General Assembly. We learned about the facilities
and organizations that will support the PORSEC in Taiwan. The presentation was very encouraging and stimulated our interest in attending PORSEC 2010. More
information will be shard in future Bulletin issues.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT PORSEC 2008.

It was my pleasure to preside over this general assembly
as my last duty as president of the PORSEC Association.
AWARD CEREMONY: Dr. Mal Heron presented the
awards of the PORSEC Association:
The 2008 Science Award was given to two people :
Dr. Werner Alpers and to Dr. Josefino Comiso

The PORSEC Distinguished Service Medal was awarded
to Dr. Gad Levy for his dedication and excellent work to
the benefit of the PORSEC Association … HONORING
THE LATE HIROSHI SUGIMORI: The occasion of
many gathered Members of the PORSEC Association allowed us to honor our late founding father, YasuhiroSugimori, (see also a memorial note in Bulletin of the
PORSEC Association, Vol 2, issue 3 by Prof M. Kubota).
A former student of Prof. Sugimori’s, Professor Yasuhio
Senga gave a wonderful overview of his mentor’s life and
his many contributions to the international community of
practitioners of remote sensing of oceanographic parameters. We saw a cavalcade of photos with students in the
Sugimori home in Yugawara This charming presentation
that was most heartwarming, was followed by a thank-you
from Mrs.Yoko Sugimori,who had come to Guangzhou
for this event. She spoke about the importance of the
PORSEC Association to her husband and his deep concern for sharing knowledge between developed and developing nations. His last position as president of the Center

Mrs. Yoko Sugimori
for Remote Sensing of Oceanographic Science (CReSOS)
in Bali, Indonesia was a highlight and culmination of his
life-long work in education and international exchange.

The General Assembly was brought to a close by thanking
all the local organizing committee and especially their leader Dr. Dan Ling Tang with roses and heartfelt thundering
applause. She also thanked the many sponsors for their
support.

At the very end we “handed over” the PORSEC Banner to be carried home to Taiwan by Drs. Ni and Lee,
who expressed their wish that we will all see each other
again at their PORSEC 2010.

The PORSEC banner is being transferred by Dr. Dan-Ling Tang to Professor Lee Ming-An from
National Taiwan Ocean University. Past-president Kristina Katsaros and New President James Gower are holding up the two
ends and smiling in anticipation of the next great Pan Ocean Remote Sensing Conference. Executive Secretary gad Levy is behind
Jim Gower and Professor Ni I-Hsun is at the podium in the background. He first proposed the Taiwan venue in 2006 and will be
assisting with the 2010 conference preparations.
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Announcements

NOTICES

IJRS Special PORSEC Issues:

Books of the International Journal of Remote Sensing - PORSEC Special Issue are
now available:

Books of the International Journal of Remote Sensing PORSEC Special Issue featuring full papers first presented
during PORSEC 2006 in Busan, Korea, are now available.
For pre-order information of the 374 pp volume, please
see: http://porsec.nwra.com/porsec2006/
There will be a limited number of issues available at PORSEC2008, so make sure that you pre-order a copy.

International Journal of Remote Sensing,
PORSEC-2008 Special Issue Submission
Instructions:

The International Journal of Remote Sensing (ISRS) is
planning a special issue based on papers presented PORSEC 2008. The deadline for paper submission for this
issue is December 31, 2008. For submission instructions
please see: http://porsec.nwra.com/ijrs-instructions/

Announcement: JASON-2 Data
Now Available:

NOAA announced that scientists around the world now
have access to valuable data from a new international satellite, the Jason-2/Ocean Surface Topography Mission.
This information allows them to closely watch the rate of
global sea-level rise and monitor changing ocean features
around tropical cyclones.

The new OSTM/Jason-2 Operational Sensor (Geophysical)
Data Record (OSDR/OGDR) will start on 15 December on
Eumetsat and NOAA Services. The OSDR/OGDR is a
new, real-time operational product specially developed for
the Jason-2 mission. The OSDR/OGDR will be the faster
product delivered to the users, with a short delay of 3 - 5
hours. It is processed by the operational agencies partners,
Noaa and Eumetsat. Note that this is a non- validated product that uses orbits computed by the on-board Doris Navigator (DIODE) and that it does not contain all the
environmental/ geophysical corrections.
The real-time operational product comprises three Jason-2
OGDR products:

* A nominal product, containing sea surface height, significant wave height and ocean surface wind speed parameters, in NetCDF format, see OGDR near-real time page
product

* A BUFR format version of the the nominal product,
see OGDR near-real time page product.

* A reduced product containing mean sea surface parameters, in NetCDF format, see OGDR-SSHA.

Other OSTM/Jason-2 data (in near-real time -IGDR- and
delayed time -GDR-) will remain restricted, as long as the
Calibration/Validation phase will last.
Users interested in receiving these real-time data should
register with the user service, ie

http://www.class.ngdc.noaa.gov/saa/products/search?datatype_family=J2-XGDR

Jason-2/OSTM, launched June 20, 2008, is a joint effort
between NOAA, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, France’s Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales
(CNES) and the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites
(EUMETSAT). After five months of calibration and validation activities an international team of scientists, including representatives from NOAA, declared the near
real-time Jason-2 data were ready for public distribution.

JASON-2

Photo courtesy of Eumetsat
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Courses, Workshops,
and Conferences

IAMAS/IAPSO Joint Symposium

Palais des Congres, Montreal, Quebec, Canada during 19 - 24 July, 2009

Joint Symposium 09 (J09) Interannual and
Interdecadal Climate Variability and Predictability with Special Sessions on Chaos and Nonlinearity in the Climate System Dedicated to the
Memory of Professor Edward N. Lorenz
Confirmed Invited Speakers:

* Ichiro Yasuda, University of Tokyo, Japan

* Mark Serreze, NSIDC/ CIRES, USA
* Judith Perlwitz, CIRES, USA

* Shang-Ping Xie, University of Hawaii, USA
* Ben Kirtman, University of Miami, USA

* Jerry Meehl, NCAR, USA

* Fei Fei Jin, University of Hawaii, USA

* Richard Seager, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, USA
* Tim Palmer, ECMWF, UK

Sponsoring Associations: IAMAS/IACS/IAPSO

Convenors: Clara Deser (IAMAS), Paul Kushner
(IAMAS), Klaus Dethloff (IACS), Shoshiro Minobe
(IAPSO)

Blue Flag Iris
Quebec’s official
flower

J17 Monsoon Observations, Modelling and Prediction

Confirmed invited speakers: Zhisheng An, Congbin Fu,
Behera Swadhin, Gabriel A. Vecchi, DongXiao Wang,
Peter Webster
Sponsoring Associations: IAMAS/IAPSO

Convenors: Takehiko Satomura (IAMAS), Jianping Li
(IAMAS), Jay McCreary (IAPSO)
Description:

The scientific importance of the monsoons cannot be
overemphasized. They impact climate, both regionally
and globally, and interact with the El Niño-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) and Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
modes of climate variability. They involve complex
multi-scale interactions among the Earth's atmosphere,
ocean, land surface, cryosphere, and biosphere, including human activities (land use/cover, atmospheric composition, aerosols, etc.). Furthermore, the economies of
many countries in monsoon regions are strongly impacted by monsoon-related droughts and floods. Future
change in the monsoon climate is also of the greatest
concern to the world economy and to sustainable development. A number of monsoon experiments have been
carried out recently to understand monsoon physics.
They include the SCSMEX, GAME, NAME, MESA,
AMMA, projects, which have been carried out or are
currently underway. In addition, the Asian Monsoon
Years (AMY 2007-2012) and International Monsoon
Study (IMS, 2008-2012) are new WCRP initiatives to
study the monsoon, and their first intensified observation periods (IOPs) will have just finished by the time of
the Montreal 2009 Joint Assembly. Therefore, this joint
symposium provides an excellent opportunity for scientists to present new outcomes on interactive monsoon
systems from the most recent experiments. The symposium will be focused on the following topics: 1) The effects of interactions among atmosphere, ocean, land
surface, cryosphere, and biosphere, including human activities, on monsoons 2) The characteristics and mechanisms of monsoon variability at different time scales,
and monsoon predictability and prediction 3) Initial results from the IOPs of IMY and AMY and the latest advances from SCSMEX, GAME, NAME, MESA and
AMMA

Other monsoon related topics are also welcome. Observational, modelling and theoretical studies are all encouraged.
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European Geosciences Union meeting
Vienna, 19-24 April 2009

Ocean Remote Sensing
http://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2009/session/715

Advanced remote sensing capabilities provide unprecedented opportunities for monitoring, studying, and forecasting
the ocean environment. An integrated approach of synthesizing remote sensing data with in situ measurements and
ocean models is highly desirable, both for physical and
biological oceanography and for marine gravity and geodesy on the regional, basin and global scales. This session
provides a forum for interdisciplinary discussions of the latest advances in all aspects of oceanographic applications
of remote sensing.

At EGU 2009, there will be a special focus on the recently
launched JASON-2 altimetry mission. Papers on all aspects of this mission including cal/val and other early results are particularly welcome.

Beyond JASON-2, topics for this session include but are
not limited to (1) physical oceanographic variability and
interactions with the atmosphere (2) biological variability
and the carbon cycle, (3) marine gravity and space geodesy
missions, and (4) development of new techniques in ocean
remote sensing. Papers on emerging technologies and new
sensors including those deployed on aircraft and on operational applications are also encouraged.

GEWEX 6th International Scientific Conference on the Global Energy and Water
Cycle
Melbourne, Australia 24-28 August 2009
Abstracts are requested for sessions on:

--Sixth International Scientific Conference on the Global
Energy and Water Cycle

Golden
Wattle.
Australia’s
national
flower

--Second Integrated Land Ecosystem-Atmosphere Study
Science Conference

The overall theme of both conferences is: Water in a Changing Climate--Progress in Land- Atmosphere Interactions
and Energy/Water Cycle Research. The conferences will
hold joint sessions on three common themes with keynote
talks, oral and poster presentations. The parallel conferences will have three joint sessions that broadly cover the
following themes: (1) Land in the climate system; (2)
Aerosol, cloud, precipitation, climate interactions; and (3)
Future generation of integrated observation and modelling
systems. Complete information about the conferences and
sessions can be found at:
http://gewex.org/2009gewex_ileaps_conf.html

To submit an abstract:
http://gewex.org/2009gewex_ileaps_conf_abstracts.html

41st International Liège Colloquium on
Ocean Dynamics

"Science based management of the coastal
waters" 4-9 May, 2009
http://modb.oce.ulg.ac.be/colloquium/

The 41st International Liege Colloquium on Ocean Dynamics will provide a forum to present and

discuss recent scientific advances in the field of Integrated
Coastal Zone Management, to compare the modeling and
experimental approaches set up in various case studies and
to identify the need for future developments. The emphasis
will be particularly put on the understanding of the dynamics of coastal waters and on the development of appropriate tools and methodologies to address the issues of
coastal oceanography; prevention and mitigation of coastal
hazards and
pollution (including coastaleutrophication); long term geomorphological changes; global changes in the coastal zone
(including downscaling issues); operational oceanography
and monitoring systems; social and economic aspects of
ICZM multifunctionality and evaluation.

The format of the presentation (45 minutes), with no parallel sessions and only 100 participants, favor fruitful exchanges between the participants. For further information:
http://modb.oce.ulg.ac.be/colloquium/
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Regional Modeling Workshop
Lund University, Sweden, 4 - 8 May 2009

The conference is a follow-up to the regional-scale climate
modeling workshop held in Lund, Sweden in 2004. Developments and progress achieved in the last five years will
be presented and discussed along with open issues and expected future challenges related to regional climate modeling. The meeting will cover a wide range of RCM-related
topics from basic research - such as theoretical aspects of
numerics and parameterizations – to applications such as
impact studies in the context of climate variability and
change. The workshop is endorsed by the World

Meteorological Organization (WMO), its World Climate
Research Programme (WCRP), the Global Energy and
Water Cycle Experiment (GEWEX) and its Regional Hydroclimate Project BALTEX, as well as by the EU/FP6 project ENSEMBLES and the North American Regional
Climate Change Programme (NARCCAP).
For more information please visit:
http://www.baltex-research.eu/RCM2009/

Position Announcements

Faculty Position The Florida State University, Extreme Events in Climate

As part of Florida State University's new initiative to hire
200 new faculty members within the next few years (pathways.fsu.edu), six new tenure-track faculty positions in the
general area of extreme events and climate will occur over
the next three years. These positions are a combined initiative in the departments of Meteorology, Oceanography,
and Geological Sciences at FSU to build a cluster of faculty interested in extreme events and their variability and
their effect on climate. This year we anticipate making two
hires at the full professor level; however, we invite interested candidates at all levels to apply. These initial hires are
expected to be involved in future hiring decisions. All positions are state-funded, nine-month academic positions,
and salaries will be commensurate with experience. The
home department for the faculty hires will depend on the
expertise of each hire. The successful applicants for the
EEC positions will be expected to demonstrate a commitment to excellence and innovation in undergraduate and
graduate teaching, develop and sustain an externally-funded high quality research program, and regularly publish
high quality, creative new findings in the best journals. We
anticipate this group to be active in the development of
new curricula and programs spanning the geosciences. Applicants at the full professor level are expected to have de-

monstrated a sustained externally-funded research program
that has achieved substantial professional recognition.

The EEC cluster is dedicated to understanding and predicting the frequency and intensity of such extreme events as
hurricanes, forest fires, red tides, and severe storms and
their links with past, present, and future climate. Areas of
interest for hiring within the cluster include: (1) Climate
modeling, including the ability to downscale to regional
variability, with a focus on extreme events and climate
change; (2) Severe storm modeling, including the capability of linking such events to larger scale climate dynamics; (3) Statistical climatology, with a focus on expertise
in the analysis and modeling of stochastic processes; (4)
Sediment and chemical transports related to extreme
events from observations through erosion models to largerscale climate modeling; (5)
Biogeochemical modeling or physics as related to water
and air quality variability due to extreme events and linkages with larger-scale climate.
The search committee will commence its initial screening
of applications on 1 December 2006.
However, the search process will remain active until the
positions are filled.
Find more information about this position at

http://www.met.fsu.edu/index.pl/personnel/faculty/extreme

Research Scientist in Ocean Remote Sensing at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab

The Jet Propulsion Laboratory invites applications for a
full-time position in the field of satellite oceanography and
ocean remote sensing. The applicant will join a broadbased team of researchers in oceanography, who analyze
spaceborne and complementary in-situ observations, carry
out ocean modeling and data assimilation, support existing
ocean satellite missions and help develop new remote sensing techniques for future satellite oceanography missions.

The successful applicant should have a Ph.D. degree plus
8+ years of research experience in the field of satellite
oceanography and ocean remote sensing, as evidenced by a
significant record of peer-reviewed publications and funded research proposals. Emphasis will be on remote sensing of sea surface height, salinity, temperature, vector
winds, color and marine gravimetry. Experience developing satellite data retrieval algorithms, instruments, methods for data analysis or sensor calibration and validation,
and in the design of satellite missions are desirable. The
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incumbent will analyze and interpret data from an array of
instruments, and participate in establishing the science
foundation and requirements for future satellite oceanography missions. Opportunities exist to participate in existing satellite oceanographic missions and science teams
(http://climate.jpl.nasa.gov/missions/)

The incumbent is expected to support future satellite oceanography missions as recommended by the Decadal Survey study (http://nasascience.nasa.gov
/earth-science/decadal-surveys)

There are collaborative opportunities with nearby universities such as the California Institute of Technology and the
University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA). Joint research faculty appointments with UCLA can be made
through the Joint Institute for Regional Earth System Science and Engineering (JIFRESSE,
http://www.jifresse.ucla.edu.

Familiarity with NASA’s satellite oceanography missions
and programs is desirable. Startup funds will be available
for up to three years, during which time the successful candidate will develop an externally funded research program.
If you'd like to join the JPL Oceanography program, please
apply online at:
http://Careerlaunch.jpl.nasa.gov/

(Job ID#8012). Applications will be reviewed as they are
received. The applicant should include a curriculum vitae,
list of peer-reviewed publications, names and contact information of at least three professional references, and a
statement of research interests.

Executive Director, IPCC Working Group
II Technical Support Unit

The Technical Support Unit (TSU) provides technical and
administrative services in support of assessment deliverables. A TSU Head is sought to provide senior level scientific leadership for the assessment programs of IPCC
Working Group II; to work with the co-chairs to structure,
summarize, and disseminate scientific content of findings
generated by and during the assessment process; and to
provide scientific leadership and direction to TSU staff in
support of IPCC-wide commitments. Primary emphasis
will be on scoping, preparation, and review of the Working
Group II contribution to the Fifth Assessment Report
(AR5), to be published in 2014. Requires Ph.D. in social or
natural science discipline relevant to the assessment of global climate change and climate variability, as well as 10 or
more years' experience conducting research on climate impacts. Experience with management of multidisciplinary

scientific groups and a distinguished impacts, adaptation,
and vulnerability (IAV) publication record are required.
Experience working within IPCC or comparable United
Nations processes is desired. This is a term position
through 30 September 2009, with possibility of annual extensions through FY2014. It is located at the Carnegie Institution for Science in Stanford, California, USA.
Relocation expenses will be covered. To view the complete
job description and apply, visit
http://www.fin.ucar.edu/hr/employment

(reference job #9047 under 'Current Job Openings/Scientific'). Initial consideration will be given to applications received prior to 1/23/2009. Thereafter, applications will be
reviewed on an as-needed basis.

Post-doctoral position at the Department of
Geophysics, Universidad de Chile
Candidates interested in any of the research areas at DGF,
an enthusiastic, independent but collaborative young researchers interested in aerosol-cloud interactions over the
South East Pacific or in South American Mega-cities. The
former theme will be developed around the VOCALS REx
campaign (http://www.eol.ucar.edu/projects/vocals/)

that took recently place over Northern Chile and Southern
Peru (The emphasis being put -most likely- on sulfur aerosols associated with natural -oceanic/volcanic- and anthropogenic sources). The latter will be connected to the
project South American Emissions Mega-cities and Climate (SAEMC, http://saemc.cmm.uchile.cl/), with emphasis on the development of past-present and future climate
scenarios (including atm. chemistry) or chemical weather.
For more information:

Laura Gallardo Klenner,
Profesora Asociada,

Departamento de Geofísica (DGF) Investigadora Asociada,

Centro de Modelamiento Matemático (CMM)
Facultad de Ciencias Físicas y Matemáticas,
Universidad de Chile

Tel: 56 2 9784566 (DGF); 9784882 (CMM)

Fax: 56 2 6968686 (DGF); 6889705 (CMM)
e-mail: laura at dgf.uchile.cl
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PORSEC News and membership issues

Publications based on the PORSEC 2008.

There is now a web-site with details of the publications related to our 2008
conference

http://ledweb.scsio.ac.cn/porsec2008/Publication.asp

We are preparing a proceedings book with the same theme as the conference: theme Remote sensing, oceanic manifistation of global changes. There
is again a Special Issues the International Journal of Remote Sensing, that
published 26 papers from PORSEC 2006 recently. There are several Chinese
journals accepting papers related to this conference:
Acta Oceanologica Sinica
Journal of Tropical Oceonagraphy
Advances in Earth Science
Please access the PORSEC web-site for the relevant links and full details
of submission specifics and deadlines. We strongly encourage our PORSEC
member colleagues to participate in these publications. Thank You!

PORSEC Database

For our database of the PORSEC Association members we would like you to enter your information directly into
our web membership form, if you haven’t already done so: http://porsec.nwra.com/membershipform.php
Please fill this form even if you have already given the information to us in any other format since we may not have
all that information down correctly. Please use this form to update your information whenever you have any changes. It can also be used to pay your membership fee.
This form is also accessible through our main page (http://porsec.nwra.com) by clicking on “Join the PORSEC Association”.
Please work on getting us more members; use the PORSEC home page and the above links for information. The
prospective member provides us with the same information through the form. We will bill the person for the membership fee, which can now be paid via “Pay Pal” on the Internet.
Information

For information about the association and links to Newsletters from the president and Bulletin issues go to:
http://porsec.nwra.com/. To join the PORSEC Association go to membership on the web site or contact one of us
directly. The Bulletin of the PORSEC Association is edited by Gad Levy and Kristina B. Katsaros. Production Editor
Susanne Öhrvik. We welcome contributions about your work and about any activities of our PORSEC members that
may be of interest to other members for future issues of the Bulletin. To submit articles for this Bulletin of the
PORSEC Association, please contact gad at porsec.nwra.com or katsaros at porsec.nwra.com.
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