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Dear Fellow PORSEC Members,

Here comes a Bulletin with some information gathered before we all take-off for India and our 2012 conference.
We both really look forward to seeing old friends from previous conferences and hope to meet many new people who
share our interest in remote sensing of the ocean.

There is a greeting from out-going president Jim Gower and one from the chairman of the Local Organizing Committee of PORSEC 2012, Sateesh Shenoi. The latter will tell you about the many abstracts submitted and the program.
There is information about the tutorial occurring before the conference and the opportunity to be really useful in our
organization by signing up for mentoring one of the young people with issues regarding their writing and presentations.
Please plan to attend the Scientific Organization Committee, as observers, if you are not a member and consider volunteering your services. New actors are always needed as some retire. The new president after this conference, Dan
Ling Tang may have special committees she wishes constituted to assist her.

We plan to have a panel discussion about Climate Change again this year and an update on the PORSEC Climate Statement. (One of us K.B. Katsaros chairs the climate committee of the PORSEC Association. The American Meteorological Society has just issued an update of its Climate statement—I encourage you to visit the AMS home page
and find it there, so we will all be on the same page, when we arrive in Kochin.)

Be sure to get your tickets and visa NOW—time is of essence with these items. (See the PORSEC web page for
guidance). Hotels should also be reserved as early as possible.
We are not putting Notes and advertisements in this issue to let it focus just on the conference and the educational
activities.
Bon Voyage—happy travelling—see you soon!

Yours,
Gad Levy and Kristina Katsaros
Co-editors of the Bulletin
of the PORSEC Association
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

PORSEC2012 is approaching. I look forward to seeing
everyone there. We all need to make our travel arrangements, making sure we have a visa for India.

The scientific program of the conference looks excellent,
especially for seeing the work of our Indian colleagues in
ocean remote sensing. The conference has great potential
for PORSEC’s main target of increasing international links
in education and ocean science.
In addition, everyone should be aware of the great tourist
potential of the Kochi area, popular across India as a “honeymoon” destination. Top attraction must be the houseboats on the Alleppey backwaters, but also the tea
plantations on the cool Western Ghats and the game reserves. The Maldives are just offshore.

This is an important time for ocean science. Effects of climate change are being more widely felt. So far, the acceleration of carbon dioxide concentration remains
unchanged, but the time when nations start to take serious
action must be getting closer. We have just heard that
Arctic ice has again retreated to a new, “all time,” minimum. This news may be more important in Canada than in
India, but the same warming trends are having effects
world-wide, and I’m sure we will be hearing about many
climate change effects at PORSEC 2012.
Jim Gower, President of PORSEC

PORSEC 2012 Pre-Conference Tutorial

The PORSEC 2012 pre-conference tutorial will be held
from October 30 to November 3 at the Central Institute of
Fisheries Technology (CIFT) in Kochi, India. Out of many
excellent applications, 31 students have been chosen from
eight countries.

The tutorial will consist of lectures and hands-on practical
exercises where students will focus on either active microwave or ocean colour remote sensing. Students will be required to complete a mini-project and submit a paper one
week after the end of the tutorial. The schedule will be
posted soon on the PORSEC website. For more information please see http://www.porsec2012.incois.gov.in/PORSEC/PreConferenceTutorial.jsp.

LETTER
FROM
THE
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

LOCAL

Dear Participants of PORSEC-2012,

This is in continuation to our earlier communication to you
through the last news letter. We are glad to inform you that
the preparations for PORSEC-2012 have progressed well
and on the close of early registrations on 31 August, about
150 participants have already registered to attend the conference. The registration of participants is picking up. We
are expecting a gathering of about 400-450 delegates at the
conference. The candidates for pre-conference tutorials
have been finalized and the tutorials will be held during 30
October to 3 November 2012 preceding the conference to
be held during 5-9 November 2012.

We have already mailed the letters of acceptance and the
letters of invitation to enable you to obtain the visa from the
Indian mission located in your country. Please feel free to
contact us if you need any special letter to obtain the visa.
Participants from most of the countries will require visa to
visit India.

Please visit http://www.porsec2012.incois.gov.in/Visa.html
for information on how to obtain the Indian visa.

As we had mentioned earlier, we are planning to organize
the conference spreading over about 30 sessions and a few
plenary talks by eminent scientists. A provisional time table
for PORSEC2012 will be put out soon at http://www.porsec2012.incois.gov.in. Please keep an eye on PORSEC2012 web site for latest updates.

November is a peak tourist season for Kochi and there
could be shortage of accommodation and last minute escalations in room rents. To avoid the last minute difficulties,
please ensure to book the accommodation in convenient
hotels at the earliest. Special rates have been negotiated
with the hotels in the vicinity of the venue of conference.
The details of hotels and instructions on how to avail the
special PORSEC-2012 rates are available on
http://www.porsec2012.incois.gov.in/Accommodation.html.

Once again, we welcome you all to PORSEC-2012 and
looking forward to meeting you in Kochi soon.
With warm regards,

Yours Sincerely
Satheesh Shenoi
Chairman, Local Organizing Committee of PORSEC-2012.

House boats

Our favorite part of the pre-conference visit in February
was the house boat on the Alleppey backwaters, or Vembanad Lake, just south of Kochi. These boats are big and flatbottomed, rented by the day, with two-man crew and cook.
Back-packer guide books describe them as “expensive, but
well worth it,” but at the prices we paid for hotels, the
house boat prices are in fact quite reasonable, and a lot
more fun. Most people book for only one noon to 9 am
day, but I regretted not having longer. We rented a two bedroom boat with Terry, Steph and baby Emilie, who honed
her new crawling skills, which then took her only a few
feet. We motored slowly among many other boats, tying up
for siesta when the breeze blew in to keep us cool, and at
night, when we should have paid the extra for air-conditioning, even though the growl of the generator is then annoying. The standard food provided was great.

Mentorship Program:
Call For Volunteers!!!

We need volunteers to mentor students and
young scientists as part of PORSEC’s new
mentorship program. The program aims
to pair experienced scientists with new scientists who need help with developing scientific ideas, research projects and papers.
The program will launch during the PORSEC 2012 conference and involve students
from the pre-conference tutorial. This is a
great way to contribute to the scientific
community and share in PORSEC’s goal
of encouraging international cooperation
and engaging young scientists for the purpose of advancing science.

To become involved or find out more
please email Gad Levy
(gad at porsec.nwra.com) or
Stephanie King
(stephanie.king at dfo-mpo.gc.ca).

Pictures show a neighbouring houseboat
where we tied up for the night, and Jim
and Ann enjoying the evening in the open
living area. Smaller, one bedroom boats
are a honey-moon favorite. Larger boats
come with 4 and more bedrooms (all with
showers). Indian families would pack 16
into a four-room boat using mattresses on
the bedroom floors. The living area
would then get quite crowded.
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PORSEC 2012
will be held in

Kochi, India during
5-9 November 2012

with a pre-conference tutorial
prior to the conference

Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
Services (INCOIS), Hyderbad, India
will be the host for this event,
with its director, Dr. Satheesh C. Shenoi,
acting as the
Chairman of Local Organizing Committee.

See tentative agenda elsewhere in this issue
PORSEC Database

For our database of the PORSEC Association members we would like you to enter your information directly into our
web membership form, if you haven’t already done so: http://porsec.nwra.com/membershipform.php
Please fill this form even if you have already given the information to us in any other format since we may not have all
that information down correctly. Please use this form to update your information whenever you have any changes.
It can also be used to pay your membership fee.
This form is also accessible through our main page (http://porsec.nwra.com) by clicking on “Join the PORSEC Association”.
Please work on getting us more members; use the PORSEC home page and the above links for information. The prospective member provides us with the same information through the form. We will bill the person for the membership
fee, which can now be paid via “Pay Pal” on the Internet.
Information

For information about the association and links to Newsletters from the president and Bulletin issues go to:
http://porsec.nwra.com/. To join the PORSEC Association go to membership on the web site or contact one of us
directly. The Bulletin of the PORSEC Association is edited by Gad Levy and Kristina B. Katsaros. Production Editor
Susanne Öhrvik. We welcome contributions about your work and about any activities of our PORSEC members that
may be of interest to other members for future issues of the Bulletin. To submit articles for this Bulletin of the
PORSEC Association, please contact gad at porsec.nwra.com or katsaros at porsec.nwra.com.
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