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Dear Members of the PORSECAssociation,

We report in this issue on the discussions during the Scientific Organizing Committee at PORSEC 2014, the teaching
and training sessions just before the conference, and the re-activation of the InternationalAffairs and the Membership
Committees. Details from the publication committee about plans for special issues and publication of papers related
to PORSEC 2014 are in the SOC summary. There is an announcement of and an invitation to PORSEC 2016 in
Brazil with more to come. More facts about the 2014 meeting will come in issue 9.1 of the Bulletin. We are asking
for some interesting pictures to be sent to us before then with a legend please.
Use email addresses: levy AT porsec.nwra.com and Katsaros AT whidbey.net.
(Use of AT instead of @ in the addresses in the bulletin avoids phishing.)

We are starting a section of the bulletin, which will be a discussion forum, where we hope you will participate
frequently — it will not be held against you if your comments and/or questions seem foolish later on. It is the
discussion back and forth that matters. The first opening subject, which will be called Op-Ed#1 is formulated by Jim
Gower, past-president of PORSECAssociation (see inside this issue).

We wish you all a healthy and prosperous New Year 2015

Best regards,
Kristina B. Katsaros and Gad Levy,
Co-Editors of the Bulletin
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Summary report of the PORSEC 2014
Scientific Organizing Committee (SOC)
meeting

The PORSEC SOC met twice during PORSEC2014 in
Bali to hear reports about PORSEC 2014 and the prece-
ding training courses (see separate reports in this issue); to
elect new SOC members; vote on venue for PORSEC
2016 (see invitation in this issue) and consider venues for
2018; elect Gad Levy as the next (after 2016) PORSEC
president and accept nominations of Abderrahim Bentamy
and MingAn Lee as the next PORSEC vice-presidents
(vote was held later by email); to review and hear reports
about active and reactivated committees; and to consider
and ratify the PORSEC statement on climate change.

Five SOC members (Ming-Xia He,  Tasuku Tanaka, Cho-
Teng Liu, Takashi Moriyama,  and Chaofung Zhoa) step-
ped down and eight new SOC members were nominated
and joined (Xiaofeng Li, NOAA, USA; Tony Song,
JPL/NASA, USA; Cara Wilson, NOAA, USA; Takahiro
Osawa, CRESOS, Udayana Univ., Indonesia; Orbita Ros-
wintiarti, LAPAN, Indonesia; Bidawi Hasyim, LAPAN,
Indonesia; Nico Caltabiano, CLIVAR, China; and Vittorio
Barrale, Italy).

SOC strongly endorsed strengthening the coordination and
communication between PORSEC and the LOC, recom-
mending and encouraging pre-symposium visits. There
were reports from the active awards, publication Local Or-
ganizing, and Education/training committees (see elsew-
here in this issue). It was decided to reactivate the
membership and international affairs committees. Alberto
Mestas-Nunez agreed to head the membership committee.
Nico Caltabiano agreed to lead the international commit-
tee and Cara Wilson agreed to be member of the commit-
tee (see report elsewhere in this issue). 

2014 PORSEC Awards:

At the recommendation of the Awards committee (Ramesh
Singh, Chair) and the approval of the SOC, PORSEC
awarded dual awards in Bali in each of the categories: Ste-
fano Vignudelli and Ming-An Lee received the Science
Award. Bonar Pasaribu and Stephanie King received the
Service Award.

Publications Committee Report:

A special issue of the International Journal of Remote Sen-
sing (IJRS), with peer-reviewed selected papers based on
PORSEC 2012 has been published in July, and another
one, peer-reviewed selected papers based on PORSEC
2014 is planned.  IJRS special issue papers will now be
published online immediately after being accepted. In ad-
dition, LAPAN is planning the publication of selected pa-
pers in the International Journal of Remote Sensing and
Earth Sciences (IJReSOS, LAPAN, Indonesia). 

In addition to IJRS, Environmental Research Letters
(ERL) is being considered for the next publication. It’s an
open access journal, which charges  £1300 for an article,
but a sliding scale can be arranged. Daniel Kammen is the
editor-in-chief. The journal is online only.  Papers should
be ~4000 words and appeal to a broad audience.  ERL
does not consider conference proceedings but will consi-
der issues ‘inspired’ by a conference. Submission deadli-
nes are flexible. Contributions should be open to all, not
just PORSEC members or PORSEC attendees. ERL is
prepared to send someone to PORSEC 2016.  The SOC
recommended that Gad will continue forward and submit
a proposal to ERL

Venues for PORSEC 2018

The PORSEC executive and SOC are asking of the entire
PORSEC membership for ideas for venues for 2018.
There is a considerable amount of preparation and foot-
work required to submit a proposal at PORSEC 2016.

Please send your ideas, with as much detail and contact
prospects to: porsec AT porsec.nwra.com 
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Education and Training Activities at 
PORSEC 2014

Cara Wilson and Stephanie King

Tutorials have been a feature of past PORSECs and have
been found to provide valuable interaction between senior
researchers and students. This continued in 2014 with two
3-day sessions held at Udayana University in Denpasar
the week before the PORSEC symposium. There was a 
3-day fishery themed session for Indonesian students 
Oct 27-29 and a three day session based on the theme 
Remote Sensing Validation and the Tropics for internatio-
nal (and Indonesian) students October 30-Nov 1.

More than 41 applications were received, but the total
number of students accepted had to be restricted to 27 for
logistical and financial reasons. The Selections Committee
evaluated all applications based on the candidate’s know-
ledge of remote sensing, previous training, current area of
research and the potential to apply the knowledge and
skills gained in future research. There were 11 internatio-
nal students from Pakistan (3), China (2), Vietnam (2),
USA (2), Japan (1), and Russia (1) and 16 students from
universities and institutes all over Indonesia. 10 of the stu-
dents were women (37%).

The fisheries training session was run by Cara Wilson and
focused on showing the students tools to improve the im-
port, discovery and extraction of the broad suite of avai-
lable satellite data. The international training session was
co-taught by 7 instructors who gave overviews on different
topics: Cara Wilson (Fisheries applications), Jim Gower
(Ocean Color), Gad Levy (Spectrometry and Data Assi-
milation), Jonson Goal (Fisheries), DanLing Tang (marine
ecosystems and typhoons), Abderrahim Bentamy (satellite
wind data) and Leonid Mitnik (SAR data). 

Field training was providing in the use of a hand-held
spectrometer, and using these data to validate satellite
measurements. While hands-on time was provided for
most of the topics covered, the largest feedback received
from the students was that there should be more time al-
lowed for practical exercises and field work. Given this, it
might be advisable to extend the training session to at least
four days at the next PORSEC in Brazil.

The workshop was organized by Takahiro Osawa, Bonar
Pasaribu, Gad Levy, Gang Pan, and Stephanie King. 
Student registration for the tutorial and travel support was
paid through ONRG, NASA, NSF and IOCCG funding.
The PORCSEC LOC paid for a group dinner during the
main international training session.
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The LOC organized an outing to the rice paddies at Uban on
the free day between the tutorial and the conference.

Cara helping some students.

Some happy students. Abderrahim helping some students.

A group of students making 
photometry measurements outside
of Udayana University, under the
watchful eye of Cara.
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Jonson helping students. Leonid discussing SAR imagery.

Gad lecturing. Engrossed students.

The group dinner.
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Report on International Affairs 
Committee

Nico Caltabiano and Cara Wilson

One of PORSEC’s main aims is to promote study of ocean
and atmospheric sciences, with involvement of internatio-
nal collaborative programmes. This international aspect
becomes essential when we consider PORSEC’s role in
capacity growth in developing countries, which should be
supported by international programmes and national space
agencies from developed countries. Contacts with those
programmes and agencies, in the past few years, have
taken place on an ad hoc basis, mainly done by the Local
Organising Committees of PORSEC Conferences. One of
the main reasons for that was that PORSEC’s International
Affairs Committee was not functioning due to lack of vo-
lunteers for that role.

At the last meeting in Bali, PORSEC’s SOC decided that
it was extremely important to re-activate the International
Affairs Committee, which is “responsible for review of
the Association's relationship to international bodies and
national space agencies”. Two PORSEC newcomers, Nico
Caltabiano, Senior Staff Scientist at the International CLI-
VAR Project Office, located in Qingdao (China), and Cara
Wilson, a research scientist at NOAA/NMFS, volunteered
to lead this group. Their first task will be to review the cur-
rent status of support received from international program-
mes and national space agencies. Both Nico and Cara have
had fruitful discussions with several colleagues at the last
PORSEC. It is a common agreement that it is important
to PORSEC to seek a more sustainable support from pro-
grammes and space agencies so long term planning for the
Association’s activities can be done.

PORSEC is well placed in order to help programmes and
space agencies in fulfilling their mandate with capacity
growth. The Association has established long term rela-
tionships and partnerships with several national institutes
and universities in developing countries, providing high
quality training to local students and early career scientists,
always adapted to their needs.

The International Affairs Committee will play a key role
in PORSEC’s future and there is a lot of work to be done.
Help and support from other members are most welcome,
and Nico and Cara would certainly appreciate that. Just let
us know if you are interested in becoming a member of
this committee.

Email ideas to : 
Nico Caltabiano; nico.caltabiano AT clivar.org…… or
to Cara Wilson ; cara.wilson AT noaa.gov

Start Planning for PORSEC 2016 in 
Brazil

Following the tradition of successful PORSEC Congresses
held in several countries, Australia (Melbourne), Canada
(Victoria BC), Chile (Concepcion), China (Guangzhou,
Keelung and Qingdao), Japan (Okinawa), India (Goa and
Kochi), Indonesia (Bali), South Korea (Busan), the Orga-
nizing Committee is pleased to invite you to attend the
PORSEC 2016 that will be held at the “Land of the Sun”,
Fortaleza, Ceará State, Brazil. Please, stay tuned, concer-
ning  the 2016 congress. More details to come during
2015.

Be sure to check next copies of the Bulletin of PORSEC
Association.

Dr. Antonio Geraldo Ferreira
LABOMAR-Sea Science Institute
University Federal of Ceará-UFC
On behalf of organizing committee
email:antonio.ferreira AT ufc.br

To the PORSEC Membership 
The New Op-Ed Forum 

We are soliciting your input for a new series of discussion
items to be aired in the Bulletin of the PORSEC Associa-
tion. What we have in mind is something akin to an Op-Ed
(Opinion Editorial), which would be  a short presentation
of an important topic in your region or work-experience.
It could then be followed by “letters to the editors” that
discuss that Op-Ed.  The Op-Ed  can be a purely scientific
problem or a societal problem relevant to your homeland.
Topics to consider can be: coral bleaching, the role of sea
level rise in causing greater natural hazards, ocean acidity,
global warming, pollution in coastal cities...on and on....It
is your choice!
We could give each entry a number Op-Ed 1, and then ot-
hers can respond  in future BPA issues using that number.
That comment would be given a number, Op-Ed# 1- com-
ment # 1, 2, 3 etc.
It would be good to have a dialogue between PORSEC
members in the time between our biannual conferences.
For some topics of discussion we could continue at the
next conference with a panel discussion.
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PORSEC Discussion topic

The threat of sea level rise  

Jim Gower

This is a topic that combines ocean satellite data with im-
pacts around the world in both developing and developed
countries. 

Global satellite altimetry over the period 1993 to 2014
shows a continuing almost linear trend in sea level rise,
estimated as 3.2 + 0.4 mm/year.  Many people see this as
easy to ignore, at least for the next decade, when it will
amount to an increase of only 3 cm.  Even in 100 years, 32
cm seems too small a rise to worry about.  But, in some
areas such as the Mediterranean where tides are small, 32
cm is significant.  In other areas, coastal cities already in
danger of flooding will suffer from any added rise.  Long
term planning needs to consider long term trends.

We are warned that the melting of Greenland is accelera-
ting and so we should expect an increasing sea level rise
rate.  This is based on GRACE satellite measurements
which have shown a smooth acceleration from 2003 to
2013.  However, the latest NOAA arctic report
(http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/reportcard/) released at the
end of 2014, tells us that this year net melting was zero.
That is, not just a slowing of acceleration, but a total
absence of net melting.  This is a surprise, and clearly
needs more explanation.  The report says this indicates a
slowing in melting, which seems a weak and obvious com-
ment.  Did Greenland really stop melting?  Or rather, did
snow this year exactly balance melting?  What was strange
about 2014?

The time series of global sea level derived from satellite
altimetry (http://www.aviso.oceanobs.com/en/data/pro-
ducts/ocean-indicators-products/mean-sea-level.html)
shows no sign of acceleration.  If anything, best fit to 1993
to 2014 shows a slight deceleration.  On the other hand the
3.2 cm/year rate of rise is larger than the 1.8 mm/year re-
ported for the period 1900 to 1990 (Douglas, B. C., Global
sea level rise, J. Geophysical. Res., 96(C4), 6981-6992,
1991), so there is already evidence of long-term accelera-
tion.  However, the 2014 observation reported by the
NOAA report card removes most evidence of recent short
term acceleration. 

But even with a slow, constant rise rate, cities are suffe-
ring.  Bangkok is much in the news and Venice is a classic
example.  Venice is being massively defended in a way
that Bangkok is not, in spite of Bangkok being a major ca-
pital city and home to millions.  Crumbling beach defenses
are a familiar sight in many countries and will require
major investments.  I can imagine a near future in which
the Strait of Gibraltar is dammed as protection for the
countries of the Mediterranean and Black Seas against the
global sea level rise.

We saw damaged beach defenses at the last PORSEC 
meeting in Bali, and a newly-constructed tsunami defense
at the 2012 meeting in Kochi.  Perhaps Fortaleza Brazil,
site chosen for the next PORSEC, is having problems?
Perhaps a future PORSEC will be held in or near Bang-
kok, Thailand?

What are the views of PORSEC members?  How is this
problem viewed in your country? 

You can communicate directly with Dr. Gower via email
GowerJ AT pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

We would also appreciate your comments for publication
in the next issue of the PORSEC Association Bulletin
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Presentations online from Ocean’s Carbon and Heat 
Uptake Workshop
This workshop, jointly organized by the US CLIVAR –
Ocean CarbonBiogeochemistry programs, brought toget-
her over 80 participants to catalyze progress toward un-
derstanding the ocean’s role in carbon and heat uptake by
strengthening communication and collaboration across tra-
ditional disciplinary boundaries, exchanging results from
recent studies, and discussing the most promising direc-
tions for future research. Presentations from the workshop
are now posted online. The organizing committee is prepa-
ring the workshop report for publication this spring.

ASEE – 2015  3rd international conference on advan-
ces in applied science and environmental engineering 
11 - 12 APRIL, 2015
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

This conference is expected to have 100+ Participants
from 35+ Countries! See: www.asee2015.theired.org. 
Sessions are planned for: 
1)Bio-Informatics, Bio-Medical, Biology 
2)Physics,  Chemistry, Mathematics
3) Ecology, Earth Science, Marine Science 
4)Environmental Science. 
Paper Submission: 12 February 2015
Paper Notification: 20 February 2015
Registration: 05 March 2015

Special session at the SCAR International Symposium
on Antarctic Earth Science
Goa (India), from July 13-17, 2015
The National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research,
the R & D wing of the  Earth System Science Organization
of the Ministry of Earth Sciences is holding a special ses-
sion at the SCAR International Symposium on Antarctic
Earth Sciences (XII ISAES 2015), (http://isaes2015goa.in/
index.php) to bring together researchers working on re-
mote sensing aspects in Antarctic environment. The sym-

posium will take place in beautiful and historic place Goa
(India), from July 13-17, 2015.
We hope you will consider joining us to make an oral or
poster presentation on your research in this session. Ab-
stract submission is now open on the website, with a sub-
mission deadline of 27th February 2015

Early career scientists and students are encouraged to send
abstracts. Limited financial support will be available to
them. Check the symposium web page for details
www.isaes2015goa.in.

Hoping to see you all at ISAES-2015 in Goa.

Kind regards,
session conveners,
Shridhar D. Jawak (shridhar.jawak AT gmail.com)
Alvarinho J. Luis (alvluis AT ncaor.gov.in)
Eugene Mikhalsky (emikhalsky AT mail.ru)

United Nations/Germany International Conference on
Earth Observation – Global solutions for the challen-
ges of sustainable development in societies at risk
is now open for applications. The conference is jointly or-
ganised by UNOOSA/UN-SPIDER, the German Aero-
space Centre (DLR) and the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi).
Dates: 26-28 May 2015
Venue: UN Campus Bonn, Germany
Application deadline for funded participation: 
13 March 2015
Please submit your application for participation online:
www.un-spider.org/post2015
2015 will be a decisive year for the international commu-
nity paving the way for sustainable development world-
wide. Three important processes, led by the United
Nations, are underway: the Post 2015 Framework on Di-
saster Risk Reduction (March 2015), the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (September 2015), and the new Climate
Change Agreement (December 2015).
Geoinformation and especially Earth observation provide
indispensable data to support informed decision making
at the local, national, regional and global level to reduce
disaster risks, improve adaptation to climate change, pre-
pare better for unavoidable losses and damages, and deli-
ver on the promise of sustainable development.
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The United Nations/Germany International Conference on
Earth Observation – Global Solutions for the Challenges
of Sustainable Development in Societies at Risk aims at
bridging the gap between Earth observation experts and de-
cision makers by identifying Earth observation solutions
that match the challenges of governments in societies at
risk.
The objectives of the conference are to address important
challenges, demonstrate existing solutions, identify future
potential, and facilitate collaboration.
More details are available in the information note, in the
agenda and on the conference webpage.
Best regards,
The UN-SPIDER team

7th International Symposium on Gas Transfer at Water
Surfaces
May 18-21, 2015, Seattle, Washington, USA
Co-sponsored by NASA and NSF, the symposium occurs
every five years and brings together the scientific and en-
gineering community investigating the theory and applica-

tions of gas transfer at water surfaces. Symposium topics
involve gas-water fluxes of mass, heat, and particulates and
include things such as field observations, remote sensing,
global scale and high latitude processes, ocean acidifica-
tion, and numerical studies. Abstracts are now being accep-
ted and due January 16. 

Review requested for first World Ocean Assessment
The first World Ocean Assessment, led by the United Na-
tions, seeks comments on about 50 topics by February 6.
The purpose of this assessment is “to provide a sound, sci-
entific basis for decisions at the global level on the world’s
oceans and seas, and a framework for national and regional
assessments and management decisions.” The robust do-
cument looks at crosscutting issues, specific topics, and as-
sociated societal, environmental, and economic challenges. 

2014 Arctic Report Card details changes in the region
Rising air and sea temperatures continue for the Arctic in
2014, states the recent Arctic Report Card from NOAA.
This annual assessment also tracks changes through indica-
tors like sea ice, snow cover, productivity, vegetation, and
melting of the Greenland Ice Sheet. This year’s report card
features an interesting article from John Walsh (University
of Alaska Fairbanks) on the dependence and use of the re-
ference period for measuring change. 

PORSEC Database

For our database of the PORSEC Association members we would like you to enter your information directly into our
web membership form, if you haven’t already done so: http://porsec.nwra.com/membershipform.php
Please fill this form even if you have already given the information to us in any other format since we may not have all
that information down correctly. Please use this form to update your information whenever you have any changes.
It can also be used to pay your membership fee.
This form is also accessible through our main page (http://porsec.nwra.com) by clicking on “Join the PORSEC Asso-
ciation”. 
Please work on getting us more members; use the PORSEC home page and the above links for information. The pro-
spective member provides us with the same information through the form. Memberships can be paid by U.S. check, if
you have that available. It is too expensive to do bank transfers, so we suggest that the fee be paid to the PORSEC 
Association at the next conference. Any donations are also most welcome.

Information

For information about the association and links to Newsletters from the president and Bulletin issues go to: 
http://porsec.nwra.com/. To join the PORSEC Association go to membership on the web site or contact one of us
 directly. The Bulletin of the PORSEC Association is edited by Gad Levy and Kristina B. Katsaros. Production Editor
 Susanne Öhrvik. We welcome contributions about your work and about any activities of our PORSEC members that
may be of interest to other members for future issues of the Bulletin. To submit articles for this Bulletin of the
 PORSEC Association, please contact gad at porsec.nwra.com or katsaros at porsec.nwra.com.
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